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   The Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO) prepares this 2012 Annual Report, its 

13th issue, in compliance with Section 47 of the Anti-Money Laundering Act (1999) and 

Anti-Money Laundering Board’s Resolution at its first meeting (1/2011) on 6 January 2011. 

   This issue is divided into 3 major parts, namely, Part 1: Anti-Money Laundering 

Board under the Anti-Money Laundering Act, B.E. 2542, Part 2: Anti-Money Laundering Office 

(AMLO), Part 3: AMLO’s Performance and Other Activities in Picture. 

   AMLO sincerely hopes that the 2012 Annual Report will be beneficial to the 

government/private agencies or organizations relevant to the anti-money laundering efforts and 

also to the general public.

        Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO)
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Chairman of the Anti-Money Laundering Board

 Money laundering is one of the major transnational crimes in this era of globalization. It affects 

adversely not only the security and stability of financial institutions but also the economy of the 

country as a whole. Thailand therefore attaches great importance to fighting money laundering, 

especially since it is our priority to maintain a healthy, transparent and respectable financial system 

free from money laundering.

 As the principal agency mandated to fight against money laundering, the Anti-Money Laundering 

Office (AMLO) has played an important role in this regard for many years. At the regional and global 

levels, Thailand is committed to implementing its international obligations, maintaining international 

standards with regard to anti-money laundering efforts and working with the international community 

to counter financing of terrorism. These are achieved through effective enforcement and implementation 

of the Anti-Money Laundering Act (No. 4), B.E. 2556 and the Counter-Terrorism Financing Act, B.E. 2556. 

Enhanced regional and international cooperation to address this challenge will be more important 

than ever, especially with the realization of a more connected ASEAN Community by 2015.

 I hope that the AMLO’s annual report on its performance will increase greater awareness of the 

anti-money laundering challenge and the steps Thailand is taking to address them, as a responsible 

member of the international community and of emerging ASEAN Community. I commend the AMLO 

and its officials for their determination and diligence and extend my best wishes for the continued 

success of their good efforts. I am confident that the AMLO will continue to help build a safe and 

secure foundation for Thailand’s economic growth and development.

(Yingluck  Shinawatra)

Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand

Chairman of the Anti-Money Laundering Board
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 Thailand’s civil asset forfeiture is a distinctive measure which enables the Anti-Money 

Laundering Office (AMLO) to investigate and prosecute the criminals behind the transactions, and 

effectively confiscate the proceeds of crime. Internationally, we will strive to enhance the 

effectiveness of our anti-money laundering and counter-terrorism financing regime in compliance 

with the FATF’s standards.

 This year, the government is in support of the swift amendment of the Anti-Money Laundering 

law and the introduction of a counter-terrorism financing law in line with the FATF’s Recommendations. 

This indeed emphasizes Thailand’s commitment to combating the global problem of organized 

crime and terrorism.

 I, being assigned by the Prime Minister to act as the Chairman of the Anti-Money Laundering 

Board, wish every success for AMLO’s work and wish AMLO’s executives and staff happiness, 

prosperity, health and mental strength to increase their contribution to our country.

        Pol. Capt.                                           

                       (Chalerm  Ubumrung)

         Deputy Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand

                   Acting Chairman of the Anti-Money Laundering Board

Acting Chairman of the Anti-Money Laundering Board

Deputy Prime Minister
of the Kingdom of Thailand
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 The Anti-Money Laundering Office is Thailand’s principal agency for anti-money laundering 

and countering the financing of terrorism in cooperation with all sectors, public and private, as well 

as foreign partners and international organizations. In the past year, the Government has worked 

tirelessly to improve the relevant regime and measures in compliance with international standards 

set by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF). The goal is for Thailand’s success in the assessment 

of its performance under the international standards. To this end, we will ensure that good corporate 

governance is enhanced and the Thai AML/CFT regime is internationally recognized.

 Over the past years since I become AMLO’s supervisor, I have attached importance to the 

improvement of AML/CFT work, especially the efforts to expedite an amendment to the anti-money 

laundering law and pushing the counter-terrorism financing bill in line with international standards. 

I also recognize the importance of developing the organization and personnel to enhance their 

knowledge and expertise required for the creation of an effective and trustworthy AML/CFT regime 

for the benefit of the nation and the people.

 This 2012 Annual Report contains useful information for related agencies and people in 

general. It also provides an opportunity for the public to gain better knowledge and understanding 

on, as well as examination of the AMLO’s work, contributing to the future work performance.

(Pracha  Promnog)

Minister of Justice

Deputy Chairman of the Anti-Money Laundering Board

          Pol. Gen.

  

Deputy Chairman of the Anti-Money Laundering Board
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 The Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO) was established under the Anti-Money Laundering 

Act, B.E. 2542 with a principal task of enforcing the anti-money laundering law. At present, the problem 

of money laundering has risen to a national agenda with its impact on the economy and society as a 

whole. As proceeds of crime is an important factor in an endless crime cycle, there have been calls 

for international concerted efforts to prevent and suppress money laundering. Against this background, 

Thailand has been tirelessly improving our anti-money laundering and combating the terrorist financing 

regime.

 AMLO is the principal agency in removing strategic deficiencies in the country’s regime for 

anti-money laundering and countering the financing of terrorism. We are determined to develop our 

work to efficiency. In this effort, AMLO is pushing for the amendment of the anti-money laundering 

law and the introduction of a counter terrorism financing law as well as the issuance of subordinate 

laws in line with international standards with confidence that these will come into effect in a timely 

manner. AMLO is also undergoing reorganization and manpower increase as part of efforts to create 

an AML/CFT regime which is trustworthy and accepted internationally for the benefit of the nation 

and the people.

 This 2012 Annual Report is a channel to publicize AMLO’s work as well as related information. 

We welcome all comments and recommendations which will contribute to the betterment of our 

implementation.

                                                                         Pol. Col. 

                        (Seehanat  Prayoonrat)

                                     Secretary-General

                                        Anti-Money Laundering Office
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Introduction
Overview of Anti-Money Laundering in Thailand

 Crimes have become more sophisticated 
and organized in recent years into international 
organized crime groups to conduct their operations 
across borders. The impacts of crimes are more 
serious than in the past. Criminals increasingly 
take advantage of technology and computer links. 
The persons who commit crimes are not always 
uneducated or socially disadvantaged groups of 
people; rather, the well educated persons of high 
social status can commit economic crime or 
white-collar crime in the course of their occupation 
by abusing of power for personal and their 
associates’ gains.  
 A matter of grave concern which has a 
tendency to grow is sophisticated criminal cases, 
such as economic crime involving managers’ or 
directors’ personal benefit. Economic crime may 
involve securities fraud which damages the 
country’s economy. There is growing tendency 
of criminal coordination across national borders, 
involving groups or networks of criminals. Forms 
of crimes are sophisticated, taking advantage of 
high technology for committing crimes which 
cause wide impacts in many countries. Illicit 
money and assets are used to expand criminal 
operations. Concealing sources of money and 
assets and converting them into other forms of 
assets to appear legitimate is referred to as 
money laundering. Massive influxes of illicit cash 
and assets into the economy create inflation and 
distortion of economic status because these 
funds would not actually create legitimate 

productivity or employment and consequently 
cause tremendous impacts on the socio-economic 
system. 
 As a result of technological and 
communications advancement, commission of 
offense will proliferate. The facts that the unlawful 
activities are run by organized associations who 
have expanded networks domestically and 
abroad and as they have high influence and 
financial powers, suppression is not an easy task. 
Thailand recently extended the list of predicate 
offences to cope with emerging forms and the 
growing trend of money laundering in the country. 
The most common methods of money laundering 
in Thailand are conversion of money or assets 
obtained from the commission of offense into 
other forms through various businesses or 
professions, such as investment in the securities 
market, car and motorcycle leasing business which 
use high operational capital and yield high profit,  
second hand car dealing business to buy used 
cars at high price and sell at lower than market 
price, depositing funds in cooperatives, investment 
in real estate projects located in tourist areas by 
buying land or property in the criminal’s or company’s 
name or by nominee, running gold shop or 
restaurant, and underground lending scheme, etc. 
It is difficult to detect money laundering through 
these channels. Large influxes of illicit funds are 
mingled into the economy which is not benefiting 
but rather causing negative impacts on the country’s 
socio-economic system as the economic outcomes 
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1 Detailed Assessment Report on Anti-Money Laundering and Combating the Financing of Terrorism: 2007: Page 2.

have been distorted. Economic activities involved 
in the criminal schemes will result in a loss in 
reputation of the financial sector and the country 
alike, deteriorated public revenues, and growing 
criminals’ influence and financial strength.  Moreover 
many people have been victimized owing to their 
lack of knowledge and understanding. Money 
laundering predicate crime that most affects the 
general public is fraud. One sample of fraudulent 
acts included the case where the victims were 
deceived to believe that the criminals were bank 
tellers or tax officers, and being persuaded to 
transfer money through ATMs into the criminals’ 
accounts; another sample involved the creation 
of false information on the online social network, 
etc. Further, linkages between money laundering 
and terrorism or terrorist financing are recently 
surfacing in the South of Thailand. Prosecution for 
money laundering offense by Thai authorities has 
been less effective, leading international bodies 
to determine that Thailand’s anti-money laundering 
and countering the financing of terrorism (AML/
CFT) efforts are deficient in many aspects.  This 
led the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), the 
AML/CFT standard setter, to identify Thailand as 
an ML/FT risk country1. The main reasons are the 
provisions contained in the anti-money laundering 
law had not met international standards, and the 
absence of sanction measures against terrorist 
financiers. The FATF had listed Thailand on the 
FATF Public Statement among the countries with 
AML/CFT deficiencies, the action of which caused 
tremendous impacts on financial institutions,  

private sector and people in making international 
transactions. 
 These situations prompted Thailand to 
expedite removing the identified deficiencies to 
demonstrate to the FATF that Thailand has made 
satisfactory progress and should be removed from 
the Public Statement. The purpose is to avoid any 
possible negative impacts on financial institutions, 
private sector and people in making international 
transactions and on the country economy. AMLO 
as the central agency responsible for anti-money 
laundering and countering the financing of terrorism 
undertook necessary improvements, among which 
were expediting the restructuring of the organization 
and increasing AMLO manpower, amendments to 
the Anti-Money Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 (1999), 
and drafting the Counter-Terrorism Financing Act, 
B.E. .... so that enforcement of the laws will 
comply with international standards and be 
carried out effectively and efficiently.

12 Anti-Money Laundering Office
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 According to the intent of the AMLA, 

the Anti-Money Laundering Board (AML Board) 

has been set up as a mechanism to prescribe 

policies, control and perform power balance in 

enforcing the anti-money laundering law which 

contains certain provisions that restrict rights and 

liberty of persons. According to Section 241 of 

the AMLA, the AML Board consists of  26 members 

who are entrusted with the following powers and 

responsibilities under the provisions of Section 252. 

 (1) to propose to the Cabinet measures 

for anti-money laundering;

 (2) to consider and give opinions to the 

Minister with regard to the issuing of ministerial 

regulations, rules and notifications for the 

execution of this Act;

 

 Pursuant to the Anti-Money Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 (AMLA), the Anti-Money Laundering 

Board and the Transaction Committee have been established for the purpose of the implementation 

of this law. The two bodies have the following composition and responsibilities:

 (3) to set rules pertaining to the returning

of assets in accordance with Section 49 and 

Section 51/1, the retention, sale by public auction, 

utilization of the assets, and the assessment of 

damage and depreciation costs under Section 57 

and set rules pertaining to the Fund in 

accordance with Section 59/1, Section 59/4, 

Section 59/5 and Section 59/6;

 (4) to promote public cooperation in 

connection with the giving of information for 

the purpose of anti-money laundering and set 

procedures on information or document to 

be used as evidence in the execution of this Act;

 (5)  to monitor and evaluate the execution 

of this Act;

 (6) to perform any other functions 

prescribed in this Act or other laws or any other 

regulations in the execution of this Act.

1 Section 24 paragraph one, as amended by the Anti-Money Laundering Act (No. 2), B.E. 2551.
2 Section 25 paragraph one, as amended by the Anti-Money Laundering Act (No. 2), B.E. 2551.

15Anti-Money Laundering Office

Part 1: Board and Committee under the Anti-Money 

           Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 (1999)

1. The Anti-Money Laundering Board
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3 Prime Minister’s Office Notification on the Appointment of Qualified Members to the Anti-Money Laundering Board, dated November 2, 2010.

Prime Minister
Chair of AML Board

Deputy Chair 
of AML Board

1. Minister of Justice

2. Minister of Finance

14 Ex-Officio 
Members 9 Qualified 

Persons3

1. Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Justice 
2. Attorney-General 
3. Commissioner, Royal Thai Police 
4. Secretary-General, ONCB
5. Director, Office of Fiscal Policy 
6. Director-General, Lands Department 
7. Director-General, Customs Department 
8. Director-General, Revenue Department 
9. Director-General, Treaties and Legal Affairs 
    Department 
10. Governor, Bank of Thailand 
11. Secretary-General, Office of Insurance Commission 
12. Secretary-General, Securities and Exchange 
     Commission
13. President, Thai Bankers’ Association 
14. Secretary-General, AMLO 
     (Member and Secretary)

1. Prof. Tweekiat Meenakanist, Ph.D 

2. Mr. Thaworn Phanichaphan

3. Prof. Teerana Bhongmakapat, Ph.D

4. Mr. Bancha Suavansri

5. Mr. Veera Dhirapatranon

6. Pol. Gen Somchai Prapaspakdee

7. Assoc. Prof. Jaruporn Viyanant

8. Mr. Winai Damrongmongkolkul

9. Mr. Manas Suksawasdi

Composition of the Anti-Money Laundering Board
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 The Anti-Money Laundering Board (AML 

Board) approved the appointment of 7 sub-

committees under its purview for considering and 

giving opinions on any particular matter or 

performing any particular act on behalf of the 

Board to ensure that the Board undertakes its 

functions efficiently.

 1. Legal Advisory Sub-Committee has 

powers and responsibilities to determine and 

provide recommendations to the AML Board 

concerning the following matters.

  1) Proposing measures for anti-

money laundering;

  2) Recommending improvements of 

legislation, ministerial regulations, notifications 

and orders issued by virtue of the anti-money 

laundering law;

  3) Acting as a legal adviser or giving 

opinions on legal issues concerning the undertaking 

of the AMLO;

  4)  Calling upon representatives from 

agencies or persons concerned to give facts or 

opinions for the benefits of the work undertaken 

by the Sub-committee;

  5) Conducting other work regarding 

legal matters as assigned by the AML Board.

 2. Asset Management Sub-Committee 

has powers and responsibilities to determine and 

provide recommendations to the AML Board 

concerning the following matters.

  1) Conducting studies and analyses 

on asset management under the Anti-Money 

Laundering Act, B.E. 2542; 

  2) Setting out rules or guidelines for 

asset management relating to official use of 

assets in the interests of the government; grant 

17

permission to stakeholders to maintain and use 

the assets; asset leasing and appointment of 

asset manager; auction; assessing damage or 

depreciation costs; assessing asset value and 

return of assets; turning over of confiscated 

assets;  

   3) Developing and improving asset 

management under the Anti-Money Laundering 

Act, B.E. 2542;

             4) Assessing the value of assets of 

which the Transaction Committee has ordered 

seizure or freezing for further management of the 

assets;   

   5) Being an adviser to AMLO in the 

work related to asset management; 

   6)  Calling upon representatives from 

agencies or persons concerned to give facts or 

provide knowledge, recommendations or 

opinions with regard to asset management for 

anti-money laundering; 

   7) Conducting other work regarding 

asset management as assigned by the AML Board.

 3. Adjudication Sub-Committee has powers 

and responsibilities to determine and provide 

recommendations or make judgments and advise 

the AML Board regarding the following matters.

  1) Giv ing opin ions in cases of 

disagreement under Section 49 of the Anti-Money 

Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 which would be 

forwarded to the AML Board for consideration 

and decision; 

  2) Giving opinions regarding the 

studies and analyses for development or 

improvements of proceedings against assets in 

accordance with the Anti-Money Laundering Act, 

B.E. 2542 (1999);
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  3) Making judgments and giving 

opinions concerning legal issues arising from the 

implementation of the Anti-Money Laundering 

Act, B.E. 2542 (1999), particularly in cases of 

necessity or urgency where delay may cause 

damage to the work of AMLO.  In this regard, it is 

the duty of AMLO officials to submit the matter 

to the Sub-Committee;

           4) Calling upon representatives from 

agencies or persons concerned to give facts or 

provide knowledge, recommendations or opinions 

in aid of the Sub-Committee’s judgments;

           5) Acting as an adviser to AMLO in 

undertaking the proceedings in accordance with 

the provisions of the Anti-Money Laundering Act,

B.E. 2542 (1999);

           6) Conducting other work regarding 

the inquiries or judgments as assigned by the AML 

Board.

 4. Sub-Committee on Promotion and 

Coordination of People’s Cooperation has powers 

and responsibilities to determine and provide 

recommendations to the AML Board concerning 

the following matters.

  1) Conducting studies and analyses, 

giving recommendations to the AML Board on the 

promotion of people’s cooperation in anti-money 

laundering;

  2) Setting procedures or guidelines for 

the promotion of people’s cooperation, public 

relations, dissemination of knowledge on anti-money 

laundering to public, private and civil sectors;

  3) Acting as an adviser to the AMLO 

in performing functions relating to the promotion 

of people’s cooperation; 

  4) Conducting other work regarding 

the promotion and cooperation with the civil 

sector as assigned by the AML Board.

 5. Sub-Committee on the Supervision and 

Examination of Financial Institutions and 

Professions under the Anti-Money Laundering 

Law has powers and responsibilities to determine 

and provide recommendations to the AML Board 

concerning the following matters.

  1) Providing recommendations on 

improvement of laws, regulations and guidance 

related to the supervision of financial institutions 

and professions under the anti-money laundering 

law;

  2) Promoting, supporting, coordinating 

and monitoring to ensure compliance with the 

law;

  3) Calling upon representatives from 

agencies or persons concerned to give facts, 

in format ion or  documents ,  knowledge , 

recommendations or opinions with regard 

to enforcement or compliance with the law;

  4) Summoning informat ion or 

documents for consideration as per 1) – 3);

  5) Appointing working groups to 

perform any other tasks in accordance with the 

Sub-Committee’s powers and responsibilities;

  6) Conducting any other work as 

assigned by the AML Board.
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 6. Sub-Committee to Steer the 

Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the 

Financing of Terrorism National Strategy 

2010 - 2015 has powers and responsibilities to 

determine and provide recommendations to the 

AML Board concerning the following matters.

            1) Steering the Anti-Money Laundering 

and Countering the Financing of Terrorism 

National Strategy 2010 – 2015 to ensure efficient 

implementation and to achieve strategic 

objectives;

  2) Giving guidance for implementation 

of the Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the 
Financing of Terrorism National Strategy;
  3) Monitoring and evaluating the 
outcomes of the implementation of the 
Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the 
Financing of Terrorism National Strategy;
  4) Appointing working groups or 
assigning agencies or persons to perform any task 
as appropriate, or calling upon representatives 
from agencies or persons concerned to give facts 
or opinions for the benefit of the performing of 
duties of the Sub-Committee;
  5) Conducting any other work as 
assigned by the AML Board.

 7. Sub-Committee on Coordination of 
Work under the Anti-Money Laundering Act, 
B.E. 2542 (1999) has powers and responsibilities 
to determine and provide recommendations to 
the AML Board concerning the following matters.
  1) Setting guidelines or measures for 
coordination of work under the anti-money 
laundering law;
  2) Coordinat ing with agencies 
concerned with the prosecution of predicate 
offense cases, money laundering offenses, and 
proceedings against assets under the anti-money 
laundering law in collaboration with other 
agencies which provide information, intelligence 
and security matters to enhance the Office’s work 
efficiency and effectiveness;
  3) Acting in any ways to enable 
flexibility and facilitation among agencies 
concerned for the purpose of exchanging data, 
information, intelligence and others as well as 
promoting mutual support so that the prosecution 
process and proceedings aga inst assets 
conducted by each agency is without delay and 
achieve results;
  4) Making mutual agreements so that 
any actions conducted under the anti-money 
laundering law is most effective in accordance 
with the intent of the law, for instance, conduct 
of work under Section 58 of the AMLA and any 
other actions related to the coordination for 
implementing this law or other laws or ministerial 
regulations, rules and notifications or any other 
relevant orders; 
   5) Acting as an adviser to AMLO on 
investigation and proceedings; 
           6) Conducting any other work related 
to legal affairs as assigned by the AML Board.
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  To ensure discretion and justice for 

the people whose assets are dealt with under 

the anti-money laundering law, a committee 

called the Transaction Committee has been set 

up by the AML Board under Section 324 of the 

AMLA. The Transaction Committee consists of 

five committee members that the AML Board 

appoints from persons nominated one each by 

the Judiciary Commission, the State Audit 

Committee, the National Human Rights Commission, 

and the Committee of Public Prosecutors. If any 

of the said committees could not designate

a person from the respective committee to be 

a Transaction Committee member within forty 

five days from the date of notification by AMLO, 

the Board shall appoint an appropriate person 

as a Transaction Committee member instead. 

A Chairman of the Committee shall be elected 

4 Section 32, as amended by the Anti-Money Laundering Act (No. 2), B.E. 2551.
5 Section 34, as amended by the Anti-Money Laundering Act (No. 2), B.E. 2551. 
6 Section 35, as amended by the Anti-Money Laundering Act (No. 2), B.E. 2551.  
7 Section 36, as amended by the Anti-Money Laundering Act (No. 2), B.E. 2551.

from among the designated committee members 

and the Secretary-General of AMLO shall be 

a committee member and the secretary of the 

Committee which is entrusted with the following 

powers and responsibilities by virtue of the AMLA, 

Section 345. 

 (1) to examine transactions or assets 

connected with the commission of an offense;

 (2) to give an order restraining transactions 

under Section 356 or Section 367;

 (3) to carry out the acts under Section 48;

 (4) to submit to the Board and the 

National Anti-Corruption Commission a report on 

the result of the execution of this Act;

 (5) to supervise the independence and 

neutrality of the Office and the Secretary-General;

 (6) to perform any other acts as entrusted 

by the Board.

20 Anti-Money Laundering Office

2. The Transaction Committee
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Composition of the Transaction Committee

Chairman

Committee members appointed from

persons nominated by: 

 1. Judiciary Commission

    (Mr. Wirat Chinwinigkul)

 2. State Audit Committee

    (Mrs. Kunnika Sarapanich)

 3. National Human Rights Commission 

       (Mr. Viraphong Boonyobhas)

 4. Committee of Public Prosecutors

    (Mr. Varujporn Nimitkul)

Committee members by position:

 Secretary-General of AMLO
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  The Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO) has been established under the 

Anti-Money Laundering Act, B.E. 2542, which became effective on 19 August 1999 and was later 

amended (No.2) in 2008 and (No.3) in 2009. AMLO is a government agency not under the Prime 

Minister’s Office or a ministry or a ministry’s equivalent, but has the status of a department 

functioning independently and neutrally under the supervision of the Minister of Justice according 

to Section 46 of the Bureaucratic Restructuring Act, B.E. 2545. It has the Secretary-General of the 

Anti-Money Laundering Office, who is directly answerable to the Minister of Justice, as the 

superior of Government officials of the Office, having the Deputy Secretary-General to assist in 

giving directions and performing official duties.

Part 2: The Anti-Money Laundering Office

25Anti-Money Laundering Office

1. Authority

 1.1 The power and responsibil i t ies 

stated in Section 401 of the Anti-Money Laundering

Act, B.E. 2542, are as follows:

   (1) Executing the decisions of the 

Anti-Money Laundering Board (AMLB) and those 

of the Transaction Committee as well as 

administrative work.

   (2) Receiving transaction reports 

required under Chapter 2 and acknowledging 

the receipt of such reports. This includes 

transaction reports and related information 

received by other methods.

   (3) Receiving or sending transaction 

reports or information for further actions under 

the AMLA or other laws.

  (4) Collecting, monitoring, examining, 

studying, processing and analyzing reports and 

information on transactions.

    (5) Gathering witnesses and evidence 

for the prosecution of offenders under the 

AMLA.

    (6)  Organizing projects on dissemination 

of knowledge, education, and training courses 

regarding the work in compliance with the 

AMLA, or supporting and encouraging the 

public and private sectors to organize such 

projects.

    (7) Conducting other work under 

the Act and other laws.

  1 Section 40, as amended by the Anti-Money Laundering Act (No.2), B.E. 2551.
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  1.2 The responsibilities of AMLO according 

to the Ministerial Regulation Regarding the 

Organization of Work Units are as follows:

   AMLO has the missions in prevention 

and suppression of money laundering, which 

consist of formulating policies and measures, 

analyzing and examining reports and data 

concerning financial, business and asset 

transactions, investigating and gathering 

witnesses and evidence for the prosecution 

of offenders, seizing, freezing, and managing 

the assets as regulated by the anti-money 

laundering law. AMLO has the key responsibilities 

as follows:

   (1) Conducting work in accordance 

with the resolution of the AML Board and the 

Transaction Committee under the Anti-Money 

Laundering Act, including the secretarial work 

of the Board, the Transaction Committee, and 

the Sub-Committees appointed by the AML 

Board, and other administrative work.

   (2) Receiving transaction reports 

under the Anti-Money Laundering Act and 

26 Anti-Money Laundering Office

acknowledging the receipt of such reports. This 

includes transaction reports and related 

information received by other methods.

   (3) Receiving or sending transaction 

reports or information for further actions under 

the AMLA or other laws.

   (4) Collecting, monitoring, examining, 

studying, processing and analyzing reports and 

information on transactions.

   (5) Gathering witnesses and evidence 

for the prosecution of offenders, seizing, freezing, 

and managing the assets as regulated by the 

AMLA.

   (6) Disseminating knowledge and 

organizing training courses regarding the work 

in compliance with the AMLA, supporting or 

encouraging the public and private sectors to 

organize such projects, and being a focal point 

for promoting cooperation and support in 

reporting information related to the anti-money 

laundering activities.

   (7) Conducting other work as stated 

by the law or the work assigned by the Minister 

of Justice and the Cabinet.
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Pol. Col. Seehanat  Prayoonrat
Secretary-General

13 March 2012 - Present

Mr. Annop  Likhitjittha
Deputy Secretary-General

for Administration

16 June 2007 - Present

Pol. Capt. Suwanee Sawangphol
Deputy Secretary-General

for Operation

7 August 2012 - Present

Executives
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Senior Specialists

Pol. Lt. Col. Aimorn  Chaibuadang
Senior Specialist in Law Enforcement Policy

Pol. Lt. Col. Sunai  Hareunpunch
Senior Specialist in Law

Mrs. Pawinee Wiphatthanabawonwong
Senior Specialist in Financial Investigation
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Directors

Mr. Apichat  Tanomsap    
Director of Litigation Bureau

Mr. Weekoon  Nithimutrakul
Director of Supervision and Information 
Technology Bureau And Director of Intelligence 
and Financial Investigation Bureau

Mr. Chanchai  Pongpassorn
Director of Special Task Bureau

Pol. Capt. Suwanee  Sawangphol
Director of Examination and Analysis Bureau

1 January 2007 – 6 August 2012
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Miss Rongrong Klaisuwan

Director of Asset Management Bureau

Pol. Col. Pasupkorn Pothisook

Director of General Affairs Bureau

Miss Pranee Kaoian

Director of International Cooperation Bureau

Pol. Capt. Pairart  Taidparnich

Director of Policy and strategy Bureau

Directors
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Mr. Witthaya  Neetitham

Director of Legal Affairs Section, 

Acting Director of Legal Affairs Bureau 

Mrs. Wannapa  Photong 

Chief of Internal Audit Unit

Mrs. Viparat  Dharmasaroj

Chief of Public Sector Development Unit

Group Chiefs

Directors
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 The Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO) organizes administrative units to fulfill its 

functions pursuant to the Anti-Money Laundering Office Regulation on the Administration of the 

Anti-Money Laundering Office, B.E. 2553 (2010).

   3.1 General Affairs Bureau 

 General Affairs Bureau is responsible for secretarial work of the executives and general affair 

of the Office as well as other tasks which are not specifically under the purview of other divisions. 

Its functions and mandates also include adjutant tasks, general management, personnel management, 

welfare, finance, accounting, budget disbursement, procurement, property and vehicles, public 

relations to create a good image and communicate the Office’s accomplishments. 

   3.2 Policy and Strategy Bureau

 Policy and Strategy Bureau is responsible for recommending anti-money laundering policies, 

directions, operational plans and budgeting. The Bureau develops and recommends measures, 

emerging patterns, techniques and methods; acts as the civil sector cooperation center; establishes 

procedures and standards in human resource development; organizes training in anti-money 

laundering; conducts monitoring, evaluation and reporting on the execution of the anti-money 

laundering law. It is also responsible for secretarial tasks of the Anti-Money Laundering Board.

   3.3 Litigation Bureau 

 Litigation Bureau is responsible for investigation, interrogation, collection of evidence, 

collating case files relating to subject’s assets, seizure, freezing and forfeiture of assets associated 

with the commission of offenses under the anti-money laundering law. The Bureau pursues 

criminal charge against money laundering offense, including the cases with dissenting opinions. It 

also coordinates with other relevant authorities to undertake joint investigation, interrogation, 

search and seizure of assets under the anti-money laundering law as well as other actions to 

support confiscation proceedings and the work of the Transaction Committee. 

3. Organization Structure
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    3.4 Examination and Analysis Bureau

 Examination and Analysis Bureau is responsible for examining and analyzing information, 

transaction reports and assets associated with the commission of predicate offenses or money 

laundering offense; receiving and disseminating cases for further actions under the anti-money 

laundering law and other laws; conducting or supporting the investigation, gathering evidence, 

intelligence and information; compiling, analyzing and collating the results of relevant cases and 

information for further prosecution in accordance with the anti-money laundering law; coordinating 

and taking actions in examining and analyzing information, transaction reports and assets involved 

in the commission of predicate offenses or money laundering offense. The Bureau also examines 

and analyzes information and financial and asset transaction reports to support confiscation proceedings 

and the work of the Transaction Committee. 

   3.5 Supervision and Information Technology Bureau 

 Supervision and Information Technology Bureau is responsible for supervising compliance 

of financial institutions and non-financial businesses and professions, with the legislation, rules, 

notifications or ordinances related to anti-money laundering; enhancing public knowledge and 

understanding about legislation and rules related to financial institutions and non-financial 

businesses and professions, thus broadening collaboration in anti-money laundering efforts. The 

Bureau is also empowered to gather facts and evidence for sanctions against those who fail to 

comply with the laws; development of database and information technology systems, technical 

and telecommunication equipment useful for investigation, intelligence and management of the 

Office. The Bureau is the center to receive, compile, process and exchange transaction reports 

through the information systems.

   3.6 Asset Management Bureau 

 Asset Management Bureau is responsible for establishing asset information system, custody 

and maintenance, transfer of assets to the Ministry of Finance or any persons entitling by law to 

retrieve the assets, asset price appraisal,  setting up asset management system, i.e. permitting use 

of assets by those who have vested interest, leasing, appointment of asset manager, asset surveys; 

asset auctions; other tasks assigned by the Ministry of Finance; asset forfeiture fund management; 

legal affairs relating to asset management including prosecution and legal execution against the 

violators in asset management process. The Bureau is also the secretariat of the Auction 

Committee, Damage and Depreciation Appraisal Committee and Asset Valuation Committee.
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   3.7 Special Task Bureau 

 Special Task Bureau is responsible for implementing government’s special policy and 

measure in anti-money laundering; investigation, interrogation and evidence collection for 

proceedings relating to assets or offenders under the anti-money laundering law, particularly for 

complex or high profile cases or involving an influential person who is the principal or supporter 

for the commission or attempt to commit an offense; cases involving a politician; international 

case; cases that may affect peace and order or national security, economy, society or morals of 

the public; civil and criminal cases which serve the government’s special policies and measures; 

asset seizure or restraining; coordination with other relevant authorities to undertake joint 

investigation, interrogation, search and seizure of assets under the anti-money laundering law. It 

is empowered to use investigative tools and special equipment as well as arms and ammunition. 

It also takes other actions to support confiscation proceedings and the work of the Transaction 

Committee. 

   3.8 Legal Affairs Bureau 

 Legal Affairs Bureau is responsible for the Office’s legal affairs. The work includes legal study 

and development, drafting new or amending laws, ministerial regulations, rules, and notifications; 

compilation of laws; providing legal advice; juristic acts and contracts and providing assistance in 

the case where there is any allegation or charge - civil, criminal or administrative - against the 

officers. It also is the secretariat of the Transaction Committee and the legal sub-committee and 

adjudges sub-committee for decisions under the Anti-Money Laundering Act, Section 49 paragraph 

three; administrative works relating to competent officials; and coordination with the coordinating 

group of the Cabinet and the Parliament. 

   3.9 International Cooperation Bureau 

 International Cooperation Bureau is responsible for recommending policies and directions; 

developing anti-money laundering measures and operational plans. The Bureau enhances cooperation 

with foreign counterparts in areas of policies, practices and technical assistances; coordination with 

local and international bodies as the center for international requests including training programs 

and meetings.  The Bureau is also tasked to monitor, assess and report on the Office’s 

international affairs.
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   3.10 Intelligence and Financial Investigation Bureau 

 Intelligence and Financial Investigation Bureau is responsible for setting up intelligence and 

database system; receiving spontaneous information; conducting financial investigation and 

gathering evidences to proceed under the anti-money laundering law or other laws; supporting 

and providing cooperation in the investigation of cross-border financial transactions, including 

forensic accounting related with the commission of a predicate offense and money laundering 

offense.

   3.11 Public Sector Development Unit 

 Public Sector Development Unit is responsible for the Office’s management system 

development to ensure its results, efficiency and cost-effectiveness.

   3.12 Internal Audit Unit 

 Internal Audit Unit is responsible for internal audit and support the overall undertaking of 

the Office. 
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Organization Structure
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Vision
Being the leading and 
efficient anti-money 

laundering body 
with a view to complying 

with international 
standards

1
Setting up measures and 
operational standards in 
anti-money laundering in 
order to eliminate the 

commission of predicate 
offenses and money 

laundering crime 2
Coordinating and building 

network in anti-money 
laundering activities with 

domestic and international 
counterparts 

3
Developing organizational 
structure, management 

system, knowledge 
management and human 
resource management to 

instill work ethics and 
morality standards of 

excellence

4
Managing assets with 

efficiency for maximum 
benefits

5
Managing the information 

system to enhance efficiency 
and state-of-the-art 

technology

6
Informing the public of 

AMLO’s work and providing 
knowledge about anti-money 
laundering to the public and 

other agencies both in 
Thailand and abroad

Missions

37Anti-Money Laundering Office
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Strategic Issues

1
Developing the anti-money 

laundering measures in 
compliance with 

international standards

2
Promoting coordinated efforts in 

anti-money laundering, using 
integrated approach in 

intelligence and investigation 
in cooperation with other 
law enforcement agencies

3
Disseminating knowledge and 

enhancing understanding about 
anti-money laundering and 
building concrete networks 
among the public, private 

and civil sectors

4
Strengthening the potential 

of personnel and 
information technology 

38 Anti-Money Laundering Office
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Goals Goal 3
1. To enhance knowledge of anti-money laundering 
among the public, private and civil sectors so that 
they understand the work of the Anti-Money 
Laundering Office.
2. To build image and confidence to enhance 
cooperation from the public. 

39Anti-Money Laundering Office

Goal 2
1. To have mechanism and networks  established 
to strengthen cooperation in anti-money laundering.
2. To increase capacity of law enforcement agencies 
in receiving analysis and dissemination of financial 
intelligence. 
3. To increase efficiencies in intelligence, investigation 
and gathering evidence.

Goal 1  
1. To be recognized by other agencies both in 
Thailand and abroad.
2. To develop laws related to civil and criminal 
proceedings and the supervision of financial institutions 
and reporting entities in compliance with international 
standards.
3. To increase efficiencies in enforcing the anti-money 
laundering law.
4. To improve organizational structure, manpower 
and resources to ensure that the Office performs 
its duties in compliance with international standards.

Goal 4 
1. To enhance competencies and potentiality of 
personnel suitable for the assignments.
2. Te develop information system and database  
in support of the executives decision making, as 
well as for all officials, both inside and outside the 
organization, to perform their duties properly in an 
efficient manner. 
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 Currently, there are a total of 3722  civil servant positions, 194 of whom have been filled and 

178 are vacant. There are also 25 employees, 23 of whom have been hired and 2 are vacant. 

The manpower of AMLO is as shown in the Table below:

2 AMLO was allocated 15 positions out of the Government pool of slots vacant from retirements and another 130 positions from the cabinet. 
  These positions will be allocated among AMLO’s divisions.

        5.1 Number of civil officers identified by positions and gender

As of 30 September 2012

1. Executive

2. Senior Specialist in Law Enforcement Policy

3. Senior Specialist in Financial Investigation 

4. Senior Specialist in Law 

5. Director of Bureau

6. Director of Division

7. Investigator

8. Legal Affairs Officer

9. Plan and Policy Analyst

10. Computer Technician

11. General Affairs Administrator

12. Personnel Officer

13. Finance and Accounting Officer

14. Material Supplies Officer

15. Internal Auditor

16. Clerical Officer

      Positions                                 Male      Female    Total

Total                                        93      101            194

2

-

-

1

3

2

56

17

3

2

2

2

-

2

-

1

1

1

1

-

1

-

51

15

17

2

4

2

3

1

1

1

3

1

1

1

4

2

107

32

20

4

6

4

3

3

1

2

5. Manpower
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5.2 Number of government employees identified by positions and gender

As of 30 September 2012

3

-

1

-

9

2

4

4

12

2

5

4

Positions                                    Male           Female        Total

Total                                           4                19                  23

41Anti-Money Laundering Office

1. Plan and Policy Analyst

2. General Affairs Administrator

3. Clerical Officer

4. Data Entering Officer
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 AMLO performs its duties under the anti-money laundering law in order to prevent and 

suppress money laundering. The Office also conducts other related tasks to ensure that Thailand is 

not a money laundering safe haven. Major work is described as follows:

1. Implementation of action plan to address deficiencies 

in anti-money laundering and countering the financing 

of terrorism identified by the FATF 

Part 3: AMLO’s Performance

 The Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO) 

has powers and duties under Section 40 of the 

Anti-Money Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 (1999) as 

amended by the Anti-Money Laundering Act 

(No. 2), B.E. 2551 (2008) to prosecute the offenders 

of the said laws, to receive and analyze transaction 

reports, including any other tasks as prescribed 

by laws. Apart from the core functions in 

accordance with the laws, AMLO must also 

observe international obligations related to 

anti-money laundering and countering the 

financing of terrorism (AML/CFT) standards, 

such as international conventions and protocols 

and resolutions of the United Nations Security 

Counci l .  AMLO l ia ises with internat ional 

organizations and cooperation groups, among 

which are the Asia/Pacific Group on Money 

Laundering (APG) and Egmont Group. Especially, 

the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an 

internat ional governmental organizat ion 

established in 1989 having the mandate to 

develop and promote policies for protecting 

global financial system from money laundering, 

terrorist financing and proliferation of weapons 

of mass destruction. The FATF has developed  

a series of Recommendations that are recognised 

as the international standards for anti-money 

laundering and the financing of terrorism.  

 The FATF recommendations set consistent 

and complete measures. All countries should 

adopt and implement these measures for 

countering of money laundering and the financing 

of terrorism and proliferation of weapons of mass 

destruction. Countries may need to adjust their 

implementation along with each country’s 

situations owing to different legal and administrative 

context as well as financial system. Although 

Thailand is not a FATF member, it is obligated 

to comply with the FATF standards. The fact that 

most FATF members e.g. the European Union, 

the US, are developed countries, non-compliance 

with international standards may result in the 

delay in the conduct of transactions with them 

which could cause negative impact on the 

economy and reputation. In the past several 

years, AMLO has issued many AML/CFT measures. 

Nevertheless, the 2007 Detailed Assessment 

Report on Anti-Money Laundering and Combating 

the Financing of Terrorism1 found that certain 

deficiencies remained relating to legal framework, 

1 See Detailed Assessment Report on Anti-Money Laundering and Combating the Financing of Terrorism:  July 24, 2007 
(International Monetary Fund). 
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2 The FATF has called for counter-measures on Iran and Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK). The FATF called on its members 
  to consider the risks arising from the deficiencies associated with Cuba, Bolivia, Ethiopia, Ghana, Indonesia, Kenya, Myanmar, Nigeria,   
  Pakistan, São Tomé and Príncipe, Sri Lanka, Syria, Tanzania, Thailand and Turkey. See FATF Public Statement – 16 February 2012 on 
  http://www.fatfgafi.org .
3 Former FATF Special Recommendation II Criminalizing terrorist financing (Recommendation 5 of the new FATF Recommendation).
4 Former FATF Special Recommendation III Targeted financial sanctions related to terrorism and terrorist financing 
  (Recommendation 6 of the new FATF Recommendation).
5 Former FATF Recommendation 23 Regulation and supervision of financial institutions 
  (Recommendation 26 of the new FATF Recommendation).

measures to be undertaken by f inancial 

institutions and non-financial and business 

professions, institutional framework for  countering 

of money laundering and the financing of 

terror ism and internat ional cooperat ion 

framework, including the matters relating to the 

financing of terrorism as set forth in the 40 

recommendations and 9 special recommendations.

 As a result of the assessment, AMLO 

undertook proactive measures and sought 

technical  ass istance f rom internat ional 

organizations in order to improve the AML/CFT 

regime. It proposed policy paper for countering 

of money laundering and the financing of 

terrorism which was endorsed by the Cabinet at 

its meeting on 11 November 2008. The Office 

also sought technical assistance from the 

International Monetary Fund under the 

AML/CFT Joint Cooperation Program, amended 

and improved laws and regulations by proposing 

amendments to the anti-money laundering law 

twice, i.e. in 2008 and 2009, issued AML/CFT 

National Strategy 2010 – 2015 which was 

endorsed by the Cabinet on 7 December 2010. 

In implementing the policy and strategy in order 

to upgrade the country’s compliance with 

international standards, it is imperative for all 

parties concerned, either the public or private 

sector, to follow suit. However, from the monitoring 

and evaluation of the policy and strategy

implementation, it was found that many aspects 

of the policy and strategy had not been acted 

upon. It is clear that failing to fully comply 

with the AML/CFT standards would cause 

negative impacts on business undertakings 

of the private sector, financial institutions, 

including other parties concerned and the 

country’s reputation.

 On 16 February 2012, the FATF identified 

Thailand as a country2 with AML/CFT deficiencies. 

The FATF stated that despite Thai land’s 

commitment to work with the FATF and APG to 

address its strategic AML/CFT deficiencies, 

Thailand has not made sufficient progress in 

implementing its action plan, and certain strategic 

AML/CFT deficiencies remain, although Thailand 

has faced external   difficulties from 2009 to 2011 

which significantly impacted the legislative process 

for the necessary laws and regulations. Thailand 

has taken steps towards improving its AML/CFT 

regime, including by substantially completing an 

AML/CFT risk assessment for its financial sector. 

Thailand should work on implementing its action 

plan to address the remaining deficiencies, 

including by adequately criminalizing terrorist 

financing3; establishing and implementing 

adequate procedures to identify and freeze 

terrorist assets4; and further strengthening AML/

CFT supervision5. The FATF called on its members 

to consider the risks arising from the deficiencies 
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associated with Thailand.  Conditions for 

delisting from FATF Public Statement are to 

criminalize terrorist financing, establish and 

implement adequate procedures to identify and 

freeze terrorist assets, and strengthen AML/CFT 

supervision. Reported impacts that occurred 

in 2012 included report from the Thai Bankers’ 

Association that financial institutions and 

customers were affected by increased costs and 

procedures in making international transactions 

as correspondent banks treated Thai banks as 

high ML/FT risk institutions while Thai customers 

were categorized as high-risk customers. Foreign 

Bank Association found that the US banks and 

associates had requested more information 

according to the higher risks when conducting 

transactions with Thai persons and juristic 

persons ,  hence ,  obst ruct ing  t rade and 

investment, and increasing costs for making 

transactions. The Credit Card Business Club 

reported that holders of cards issued by Thai 

banks or credit card companies were not able 

to make fund transfer or payment to credit cards 

issued by foreign credit card companies through 

their account. The Association of Investment 

Management Companies revealed that funds 

invested abroad were subjected to enhanced 

Know Your Customer and Customer Due 

Diligence procedures. Thai General Insurance 

Association stated that transactions with foreign   

insurance companies were subjected to more 

restrictions or conditions before agreeing to 

insurance contract. These impacts were just one 

part of all impacts occurred to the financial and 

banking sector, investment and business. Failing 

to address the issues adequately would widely 

affect Thailand’s financial and capital market 

system, tourism industry and overall economy, 

as well as the image, creditability and reputation 

of  the country.  

 Pol. Col. Seehanat Prayoonrat, Secretary-

General of AMLO proposed the following urgent 

measures to the Anti-Money Laundering Board 

and the Cabinet in the quest to remove Thailand 

from the FATF Public Statement. 

 1. Drafting the Counter-Terrorism Financing 

Act, B.E. ....

 2. Amendments to the Ant i -Money 

Laundering Act, B.E. 2542

 3. Expediting the promulgation of the 

Ministerial Regulation Prescribing Rules and 

Procedures for Customer Due Diligence

 4. Expediting the restructuring of the 

organization and increasing AMLO manpower

 To establish measures for countering of 

money launder ing  and the f inanc ing  of 

terrorism in compliance with international 

standards, the AML Board at its 2/2555 meeting 

on 23 April  2012 approved the measures and 

further submitted to the Government. The 

Cabinet on behalf of the Government endorsed 

the proposed measures .  Pr ime Minister 

Yingluck Shinnawatra and the chairperson of 

the AML Board, Deputy Prime Minister Pol. Capt.

Chalerm Ubumrung, gave full support for 

Thailand’s upgrading its AML/CFT regime in 

line with international obligations.  

 In late 2012, the Ministerial Regulation 

Prescribing Rules and Procedures for Customer 

Due Diligence was published in the Government 
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Gazette dated 23 May 2012 and took effect after 

90 days have lapsed from the date of its gazettal. 

However certain provisions of this Ministerial 

Regulation had not yet fully complied with 

the FATF standards and therefore required 

further amendments.  Meanwhile, the House 

of Representatives passed the draft Counter-

Terrorism Financing Act, B.E. .... and amendments 

to the Anti-Money Laundering Act, B.E. 2542. Both 

had been under scrutiny by the Senate. With 

regard to the proposed restructuring of AMLO, 

the matter was forwarded to the Cabinet for its 

approval. Meanwhile, the Targeting and Public 

Sector Manpower Policy Committee allocated 

additional 15 positions for AMLO and the Cabinet 

at its meeting on 28 August 2012 approved the 

proposal to increase the number of AMLO 

manpower to 130 positions to fill in the new 

organizational structure. 

 If these urgent measures are implemented 

completely by early 2013 before FATF plenary 

meet ing  to  a s ses s  Tha i l and’ s  AML/CFT 

compliance, it is believed that by mid-2013, FATF 

will remove Thailand from the Public Statement. 

Furthermore, in 2012, the FATF has issued Revised 

International Standards on Combating Money 

Laundering and Countering the Financing of 

Terrorism and Proliferation incorporating 40 

Recommendations. This compelled Thailand to 

amend laws, regulations or other measures 

accordingly, in particular, on assessing risks and 

applying a risk-based approach, targeted financial 

sanctions related to proliferation, customer due 

diligence and record keeping. All are important 

tasks to be carried on.
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2. Suppression of Money Laundering
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6 Section 16 paragraph one, as amended by Anti-Money Laundering Act (No. 3), B.E. 2554 (2011).
7 started operation in August 2011, in accordance with Ministerial Regulation No. 12 B.E. 2554 (2011), issued under the Anti-Money 

   Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 (1999). 

 2.1 Receiving of Transaction Reports

 Section 13 of the Anti-Money Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 (1999) provides that financial institutions 

have an obligation to report transactions to AMLO as follows:

  (1) Cash transactions under Section 13(1) in amount of two million baht or above;

  (2) Transactions under Section 13(2) involving assets worth five million baht or above;

  (3) Suspicious transactions regardless of values specified under (1) or (2). 

 In addition, Section 166 requires certain professions to report to AMLO when they conduct 

transactions. The professions are listed below. 

  (1) Professions under Section 16, paragraph one (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) and (8) shall report 

any transaction when it is carried out in cash of a value exceeding two million baht;

  (2) Professions under Section 16, paragraph one (6) shall report any transaction when 

it is carried out in cash of a value exceeding 500,000 baht;

  (3) Professions under Section 16, paragraph one (7) and (9) shall report any transaction 

when it is carried out in cash of a value exceeding 100,000 baht.

 In the fiscal year 2012 (1 October 2011 - 30 September 2012), AMLO received a total of 

15,754,667 transaction reports, consisting of 1,002,907 cash transactions, 206,640 transactions 

involving assets, 110,835 suspicious transactions, 14,430,814 money transfer or wire transfer7 , 379 

suspicious activities and 3,092 cross-border cash transactions. From 27 October 2000 to 30 

September 2012, a cumulative number of 27,115,970 transactions were reported, comprising 

5,854,155 cash transactions, 5,158,985 transactions involving assets, 1,646,332 suspicious 

transactions, 14,430,814 money transfer or wire transfer, 10,117 suspicious activities and 15,567 

cross-border cash transactions. Details are summarized as follows:
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 2.2 Examination and Analysis of Suspicious Transactions and Activities

 In the fiscal year 2012, AMLO examined and analyzed suspicious transactions and suspicious 

activities in order to identify and/or detect persons, groups of persons or others involved in the 

commission of offenses. AMLO was able to pursue 55 cases, disseminate 38 cases to other competent 

authorities, totaling 93 cases as summarized in the following table:

 Actions Taken

1. Cash transactions

2. Transactions involving assets

3. Suspicious transactions

4. Money transfer or wire transfer
 
5. Suspicious activities

6. Cross-border cash transactions

933,482

762,828

166,578

-

283

4,286

1,867,457

1,002,907

206,640

110,835

14,430,814

379

3,092

15,754,667

5,854,155

5,158,985

1,646,332

14,430,814

10,117

15,567

27,115,970

1 October 2010 - 
30 September 2011

1 October 2011 - 
30 September 2012

1. Pursued by AMLO

2. Disseminated to other competent authorities 

3. Filed for further action

71

12

3

55

38

-  

Number of Cases Examined

Total                                             86                           93

Categories 1 October 2010 – 
30 September 2011

1 October 2011 - 
30 September 2012

Total

27 October 2000 – 
30 September 2012

Number of transactions
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 2.3 Information Sharing with Domestic and Foreign Agencies   

 From 1 October 2011- 30 September 2012, AMLO conducted 1,000 information exchanges with 

domestic and foreign agencies. These comprised 744 exchanges with domestic agencies (banks/

government agencies) and 256 exchanges with foreign agencies. From the start of operation in 2001 - 30 

September 2012, a cumulative total of information exchanges with domestic and foreign agencies 

were 5,521, divided into 4,061 exchanges with domestic agencies and 1,460 exchanges with foreign 

agencies as summarized in the following table:

 In the fiscal year 2012, AMLO conducted 744 information exchanges with domestic agencies 

as summarized in the following table:

1. Information requested by other domestic agencies 

2. Information provided to other domestic agencies

3. Information requested to other domestic agencies

4. Information provided  by other domestic agencies

Number of Exchanges 

Number of Exchanges 

  899

172

744

256

4,061

1,460

Categories

  Total                         1,071                    1,000                 5,521

              Total                                         899                   744

41

15

433

410

97

38

289

320

1 October 2010 - 
30 September 2011

1 October 2011 - 
30 September 2012

1 October 2010 – 
30 September 2011

1 October 2011 – 
30 September 2012

Total from 2001 – 
30 September 2012

1. Information exchanges with  
 domestic agencies 
 (Banks/government)

2. Information exchanges with  
 foreign agencies

Actions Taken
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 2.4 Examination and Analysis of Received Information Classified by Predicate Offense
 From 1 October 2011 - 30 September 2012, AMLO initiated 489 cases based on spontaneous 
reports and from its database, 399 of which are under investigation as shown in the following table:

 In the fiscal year 2012, AMLO conducted 256 information exchanges with foreign agencies

as summarized in the following table:

Actions Taken
Number of Exchanges

Predicate Offense

Cases 
Reported

(1 Oct. 2011 – 
30 Sep. 2012)

Status

Cases  under 
Examination

Cases 
Assigned to 
Competent 

Officials

Seizure/ 
Freezing 

Orders Issued

1. Information requested by foreign agencies                

2. Information provided to foreign agencies

3. Information requested to foreign agencies   
                     

4. Information provided  by foreign agencies   

                             Total                                          

1. Narcotics     

2. Women and children trafficking  

3. Public fraud                                 

4. Embezzlement - fraud 
   (financial institutions)                                 

5. Malfeasance in office          

6. Blackmail or extortion                        

7. Customs evasion                                  

8. Terrorism                                       

9. Gambling                                           

10. Election fraud                                        

108

108

21

19

256

80

71

14

7

172

338

3

18

26

12

-

73

2

1

-
-

272

1

12

13

12

-

72

2

-

-

81

2

6

24

-

-

1

-

1

-
-

31

-

4

1

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

1 October 2010 - 
30 September 2011

1 October 2011 - 
30 September 2012
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Predicate Offense

Cases 
Reported

(1 Oct. 2011 – 
30 Sep. 2012)

Status

Cases  under 
Examination

Cases 
Assigned to 
Competent 

Officials

Seizure/ 
Freezing 

Orders Issued

Predicate Offense

Cases 
Reported 

(1 Oct. 1999 - 
30 Sep. 2012)

Status

Cases  under 
Examination

Cases 
Assigned to 
Competent 

Officials

Seizure/ 
Freezing 

Orders Issued

1. Narcotics                                    

2. Women and children trafficking                                  

3. Public fraud                            

4. Embezzlement - fraud 

   (financial institutions)

5. Malfeasance in office       

6. Blackmail or extortion                  
7. Customs evasion                           

8. Terrorism

9. Gambling                                   

10. Election fraud                                
11. Human trafficking

12. Money laundering crime           

13. Unidentifiable offenses                               
                Total

 From 1 October 1999 - 30 September 2012, AMLO received 7,323 reports relating to 

the commission of offenses, of which 5,919 reports were further examined. The Office further 

assigned competent officials to investigate into 1,597 cases and issued seizure/freezing orders 

for 1,121 cases. Details are shown in the following table:

4,578

182

444

138

693
58

445

30

8
1

34

71

641
7,323

3,508

115

355

99

618

48
405

26

5
1

28
70

641
5,919

1,174

81

98

60

111

12
43
5

3

-

9
1

-
1,597

11. Human trafficking

12. Money Laundering Crime

13. Unidentifiable offenses                  

  Total

6   

2

7

399

1

-

-

116

-

-

-

36

956

31

41

38

29

3
15

4

-
-

4

-
-

1,121

7

2

7

489
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Summary of Legal Proceedings on Assets Connected with the Commission 

of Predicate Offenses, 27 October 2000 - 30 September 2012

527

17

11

5

4

3

4

Narcotics
Women trafficking

Public fraud
Embezzlement – fraud

Malfeasance in office 
Blackmail or extortion

Customs evasion

1,991,613,967.53

109,808,655.72

25,530,022.77

181,294,984.81

20,701,443.40

33,279,247.59

262,423,869.70

2  Court dismissed the petitions Narcotics

Women trafficking
Public fraud

Malfeasance in office
Customs evasion

35

1

2

3

3

3  Under court proceedings 42

2

2

7

175,507,223.65

693,000.00

42,986,040.00

169,806,745.38

488,937,356.70

3,489,453.46

7,064,000.00

15,565,437.65

33,052,093.22

4  Under prosecutorial procedures      3                  Narcotics                    445,280.00

 2.5 Legal Proceedings Pursuant to Seizure/Freezing Orders of the Transaction Committee  

 From 27 October 2000 - 30 September 2012, AMLO pursued cases related to assets connected 

with the commission of predicate offenses pursuant to the seizure/freezing orders of the Transaction 

Committee and the Secretary General of AMLO. The Office forwarded the cases to the public 

prosecutor to file a petition with the Court for forfeiture order as shown in the following table:

No.                   Status                       Number of Cases        Predicate Offenses             Value (Baht)

1 Court ordered forfeiture

54

Total           571                           -                2,624,652,191.52

Total             44                          -        548,108,341.03

Total             53                    -                 388,993,009.03

Total              3                    -                       445,280.00

Narcotics
Women trafficking

Public fraud
Malfeasance in office
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Under investigation and 

evidence gathering (Upon 

seizure/freezing orders of the 

Transaction Committee)

5

6   Actions taken but

    6.1 Public prosecutor not      

    filing petitions

    6.2 Whole case withdrawal

 6.3 Forwarded to other 

 agencies

  6.4 Seeking protection of rights 

Total

33

1

1

Narcotics 

Women trafficking

Terrorism

81,601,746.05

10,800,000.00

3,026,750.00

12

       

       12

32

1

4

3

40

Narcotics

 -
Narcotics

Women trafficking
Public fraud

Malfeasance in office
 -

Total          35                          -             95,428,496.05

   Total 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5         706                            -           3,657,627,317.63

1
4
2
7
5
2
2

9

68

Public fraud
Embezzlement – fraud

Customs evasion
  -

Public fraud
Embezzlement – fraud
Malfeasance in office

  -

  -

914,000.00
397,951,612.68
17,000,006.15

415,865,618.83
34,472,468.49
11,955,304.53
26,720,000.00

73,147,773.02

601,494,889.70

No.                    Status                            Number               Predicate Offenses   Value (Baht)
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Grand total  1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5 + 6   774                            -             4,259,122,207.33

of Cases

21,280,558.80

21,280,558.80

43,709,234.44

7,000,000.00

8,695,188.99

31,796,515.62

   91,200,939.05
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      2.6.2 Turning Over of Forfeited Assets to the Ministry of Finance

      Once the Transaction Committee completed examination of transactions or assets 

connected with the commission of offense; and there was sufficient evidence to believe that such 

assets are the proceeds of crime, the Secretary-General shall forward the case to the public prosecutor 

to file a petition with the Court for forfeiture order. From 1 October 2011 - 30 September 2012, 

AMLO turned over the forfeited assets from 44 cases to the Ministry of Finance with a total asset 

value of 155,891,253.42 baht. From 12 September 2001 - 30 September 2012, an accumulated 

asset value of 611,005,616.60 baht from 291 cases had been turned over as detailed below.

Asset Type
Asset Value (Baht)

As at 30 September 2011         As at 30 September 2012

1. Cash deposits                                                       522,047,703.51                 612,750,261.09

2. Frozen bank accounts 

3. Motor vehicle 
    (value based on assessed price)

4. Precious stones and jewelry

   (value based on assessed price)

5. Real estate 
   (value based on assessed price)

6. Auction accounts

7. Others  
   (value based on assessed price)

            Total asset value

508,043,278.19

34,310,000.00

159,469,551.95

1,252,814,429.54

162,583,934.04

516,294,573.87

3,155,563,471.10

483,056,176.18

30,266,000.00

167,450,540.95

1,150,293,449.54

93,735,264.39

507,278,818.41

3,044,830,510.56

 

 2.6 Management of Seized and/or Frozen Assets 

      2.6.1 Custody of Seized and/or Frozen Assets  

      From 13 December 2000 - 30 September 2012, AMLO has maintained the seized and/or 

frozen assets pursuant to the provisional seizure/freezing orders of the Transaction Committee 

with a total value of 3,044,830,510.56 baht as shown in the following table:
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      2.6.3 Asset Return to Rightful Owners

     Assets seized and/or frozen by AMLO may be returned to the owner when it is proven in 

Court of real ownership and that the assets are not connected with the commission of an offense 

as stipulated in Section 50, 51 and 53 of the Anti-Money Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 (1999). 

From 1 October 2011 - 30 September 2012, AMLO returned assets worth 21,636,174.68 baht from 12 

cases to the owners. From 12 September 2001 - 30 September 2012, an accumulated asset value 

of 555,586,158.24 baht from 99 cases was returned to the rightful owners.

     2.6.4 Management of Burdensome Assets 
  2.6.4.1 Auctions of Assets    

  In the fiscal year 2012 (1 October 2011 - 30 September 2012), AMLO arranged asset 

auctions, selling 201 items of assets worth 10,403,230.00 baht and earning 612,570.00 baht higher 

than the initial price as follows:

Fiscal year 
2011

Fiscal year 
2012

Fiscal year 
2011

Fiscal year 
2012

Fiscal year 
2011

Fiscal year 
2012

Fiscal year 
2011

Fiscal year 
2012

5           9                  65            201           5,438,470      10,403,230        561,275        612,570

Asset Type

1. Frozen bank accounts and     
   cash deposits (Krung Thai    
   Bank PLC)

2. Proceeds from auctions and    
   assets management 

3. Land and buildings

4. Others
                  Total

Value of Transferred Asset

359,351,332.31

47,915,745.29

199,338,414.00

4,400,125.00

611,005,616.60

31,872,538.96

18,371,359.46

101,647,230.00

4,000,125.00

155,891,253.42

1 Oct. 2010 - 
30 Sep. 2011

1 Oct. 2011 -
30 Sep. 2012

12 Sep. 2001 - 
30 Sep. 2012

6,162,436.64

205,058.13

1,000,000.00

0.00

7,367,494.77

 

   Number of Auctions       Number of Items sold                Value (Baht)              Value Higher Than Initial
Price (Baht)
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       2.6.4.2 Other Asset Management    

  Apart from selling by auctions, other asset management was carried out by various 

management procedures as follows:

   (1) Management by allowing the stakeholder, under guaranteed contract, to manage 

and utilize the assets. From the beginning until 30 September 2012, 257 asset items have been 

managed under this procedure.

   (2) Appointment of an asset manager during the fiscal year 2012 where the manager 

turned over 1,097 baht of revenue to AMLO. From the beginning until 30 September 2012, 30 

asset managers were appointed generating a total revenue of 19,675,596.67 baht.

   (3) Renting out the assets: in the fiscal year 2012, AMLO had rental agreement with 

4 renters, yielding a revenue of 79,100 baht. From the beginning until 30 September 2012, there 

were a total of 62 renters, generating a revenue of 38,839,826 baht to AMLO.

      2.6.5 Fund Management

      In the fiscal year 2012, there were 34 asset items under management of the Fund 

valuing 22,505,004.87 baht. From the start on 1 March 2008 - 30 September 2012, 71 asset items 

valuing 32,905,509.46 baht had been managed by the Fund.  

58 Anti-Money Laundering Office
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1 October 2010 – 

30 September 2011

1 October 2011- 

30 September 2012
2003 - 30 September 2012

3. Prevention of Money Laundering

  76                                         102                                75,096

Number of Applicants (Persons)
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 For the prevention of money laundering in the fiscal year 2012, AMLO carried out 

several projects to foster cooperation both with the civil sector and foreign agencies. A public 

relations campaign was launched and knowledge on the anti-money laundering law disseminated as 

well as capacity-building program conducted for AMLO and relevant agencies involved in the 

operations under the Anti-Money Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 (1999). The outcomes of these 

activities are summarized as follows:

 

 3.1 Promotion of Cooperation with the Civil Sector

 AMLO gives great importance to cooperation with other agencies, be it the public 

and private sectors, financial institutions, relevant authorities and the general public. It also acts 

as the coordinating agency for requesting assistance and cooperation from other countries and 

international organizations in anti-money laundering as summarized below.

 On promotion and cooperation with the civil sector, AMLO conducted the following two 

major projects.

  

  3.1.1 AMLO Informants Project

  AMLO Informants Project has been init iated with the purpose to promoting 

involvement from the people to provide clues relating to money laundering. In the fiscal year 

2012 (1 October 2011 - 30 September 2012), 102 applicants joined the project. In total, there are 

75,096 informants since the start of the project in 2003 to 30 September 2012.

  3.1.2 People’s Network Project for Promotion and Support of Anti-Money Laundering

  People’s Network Project for Promotion and Support of Anti-Money Laundering 

has the objectives to broaden participation of the civil sector in AMLO’s work by providing 

op in ions ,  recommendat ions  and pol i cy  guidance, taking joint action with AMLO. The 

People’s Network also takes role in monitoring AMLO’s work performance under the law on 

anti-money laundering. The outcomes of the activities in the fiscal year 2012 are summarized as follows: 
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       (1) People’s Network Seminar/Workshop for Promotion and Support of Anti-Money 

Laundering

    The seminar provided forum for reporting the achievements of AMLO and the 

People’s Network in anti-money laundering; allowing the participants to identify problems and 

obstacles to the success of the operations; suggesting solutions in order to increase efficiency and 

effectiveness; and proposing future directions for the Network’s operations. The Project organized 

one seminar/workshop in which 79 participants had joined during 6 - 7 June 2012 in Bangkok. 

    (2) Anti-Money Laundering Law Awareness Raising Project (For the People’s 

Network)

     The project was aimed to enhance knowledge and understanding of the anti-money 

laundering law for the public, open a forum for discussing problems and obstacles in anti-money 

laundering among the concerned parties, including group exercises to identify money laundering 

situations in the participants’ areas. The participants were mainly from community radio stations, 

community leaders and people in general with the objective to build networks at the community 

level. Four activities were conducted in Chiang Mai where 57 participants had participated; Khon 

Kaen 40 participants; Songkhla 28 participants; and Bangkok 40 participants.

     (3)  Network Building and Coordination in Anti-Money Laundering Project

      The project was conducted to provide knowledge of the anti-money laundering law 

and related laws with the objective to build cooperative networks in anti-money laundering among 

concerned agencies. The participants consisted of the officials stationed at international airports 

and customs check points. Three activities were conducted – one in Chiang Mai where 41 participants 

had participated; Udornthani 49 participants; and Songkhla 126 participants.

     (4) Training Course on the Anti-Money Laundering Law

     The project was aimed to enhance the public and private sectors’ knowledge of the 

anti-money laundering law, including the role and authority of AMLO and relevant agencies. The 

program content included lectures to describe the Anti-Money Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 (1999); 

case studies related to the commission of 11 predicate offenses, as well as sanctions imposed on 

the offenders, among others. Three activities were conducted in five provinces – the first activity was 

in Mukdaharn inviting 105 participants, Amnartchareon 106 participants and Yasothorn 202 

participants. The second activity was conducted in Chiang Mai inviting 134 participants and the 

third was in Bangkok invit ing 306 participants. 

     (5) Public Relations and Knowledge Dissemination Project 

     The project organized public relations activities to inform the public of AMLO’s work 

and disseminated knowledge of money laundering. Event activities included distribution of publications, 

e.g. pamphlets, people’s handbooks, and competition in knowledge of the anti-money laundering 

law. The activity was conducted in Udon Thani at which 1,000 people had participated. 
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   (1)  Kingdom of Belgium     24 April 2002

   (2)  Federal Republic of Brazil          29 January 2003

   (3)  Republic of Lebanon           25 February 2003

   (4)  Republic of Indonesia      24 March 2003

   (5)  Romania       24 March 2003 

(6)  United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland             11 June 2003

(7)  Republic of Finland     22 April 2004

(8)  Republic of Korea     16 June 2004

(9)  Commonwealth of Australia     23 June 2004

(10)  Republic of Portugal     28 June 2004

(11)  Principality of Andorra      23 July 2004

(12)  Republic of Italy                   7 October 2004

(13)  Republic of Estonia                 26 October 2004

(14)  Republic of the Philippines                26 October 2004

(15)  Republic of Poland                26 October 2004

(16)  Republic of Mauritius                28 October 2004

(17)  Kingdom of the Netherlands               21 February 2005 

(18)  Republic of Georgia                   10 March 2005

 3.2 International Cooperation

 AMLO is recognized by international bodies, i.e. the Asia/ Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG) 

and the Egmont Group of Financial Intelligence Units, for its commitments to counter money 

laundering. In the fiscal year 2012, AMLO promoted cooperation and coordinated with the following 

regional and international organizations. 

  3.2.1 Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) Concerning Cooperation in the 

Exchange of Financial Intelligence Related to Money Laundering 

  AMLO entered into agreement which is based on the Egmont Group of Financial 

Intelligence Units’ model MoU with the advice of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The key objective 

is to exchange financial intelligence information with foreign Financial Intelligence Units (FIUs) in 

support of investigation and legal proceedings. Over the years, AMLO signed 43 MoUs with its 

counterparts as listed below.
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   (1) The Egmont Group of Financial 
Intelligence Units is a global cooperation 
among the “financial intelligence units” (FIUs) 
with the purpose of exchanging intelligence 
on money laundering and building expertise 
for the relevant authorities, as well as assisting 
and supporting the application of new technology. 
The Egmont Group will hold the committee 

  3.2.2 International and Regional 
Cooperation
  AMLO jo in s  i n te rna t iona l  and 
regional bodies with the objectives to promote 
cooperation in information exchange on money 
laundering and enhance capabilities of its staff 
and agencies concerned with anti-money 
laundering. Details are as follows:
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(37)  Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal               12 July 2010

(38)  Australian Federal Police              15 July 2010

(39)  People’s Republic of Bangladesh                12 August 2010

(40)  Republic of Armenia    29 November 2010

(41)  Macau Special Administrative Region                1 July 2011

(42)  Republic of Fiji       25 October 2011

(43)  Kingdom of Norway     4 November 2011

(25)  Federal Republic of Nigeria      24 April 2006

(26)  Japan       15 May 2006

(27)  Republic of Ireland           14 June 2006

(28)  Federation of Saint Kitts and Nevis        26 February 2007

(29)  Cayman Islands        28 February 2007

(30)  Kingdom of Sweden              28 May 2007

(31)  Bermuda              28 May 2007 

(32)  Republic of Palau               17 July 2007

(33)  Republic of Chile              29 May 2008 

(34)  Russian Federation                   29 May 2008

(35)  People’s Republic of China              30 June 2008

(36)  Canada            13 August 2008

(21)  Republic of Bulgaria     13 June 2005

(22)  Saint Vincent and the Grenadines                 10 July 2005

(23)  Ukraine            19 July 2005 

(24)  Union of Myanmar     30 July 2005

(19)  Principality of Monaco      4 April 2005

(20)  Malaysia      18 April 2005
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   2) Regional Training on Judiciary 
consideration for STR’s regarding Money 
Laundering and Financing of Terrorism, Malaysia
   3) Financial Investigation Course 
2011, Hong Kong
   4) Regional Workshop on Combating 
Corruption through Coordination: Strengthening 
AML Outcomes, Malaysia
   5) Sub-regional Workshop on the 
Control of the Cross-Border Movement of Cash 
and Bearer Negotiable Instruments (BNI), Malaysia 
   6) Sub-regional focus group on 
CFT bills, Bangkok
   7) APG/FATF Joint Typologies 
Workshop, Republic of Korea
   8) Learning Program:  Fundamentals 
of AML/CFT - Reducing Financial Crime through 
Effective AML/CFT Regime, Malaysia 
   9) APEC Workshop on Counter-
Terrorism Finance and the Non-Profit Organization 
(NPO) Sector, Malaysia
   10) Training course on Establishing 
a Sound and Effective AML/CFT Risk-Based 
Supervisory Framework, Singapore
   11) The Egmont Strategic Analysis 
Course, USA
   12) APG Workshop on the Review 
of the FATF Standards, Malaysia 
   13) Third Regional Asset Forfeiture 
Conference, Indonesia
   14) AML/CFT Program Series 3, 
Malaysia
   15) Transnational Crime Seminar, 
Taiwan
   16) Judicial Process Study Visit, 
USA

and working group meetings annually as a 
mechanism to advance its cooperation. In the 
fiscal year 2012, AMLO attended the meetings 
in the Republic of Philippines and the Russian 
Federation. 
   (2) Asia/Pacific Group on Money 
Laundering (APG) is a regional body established 
to improve compliance of APG members with 
the global AML/CFT standards as well as to 
improve capabilities of authorities concerned. 
In the fiscal year 2012, AMLO attended the 
APG meetings in the Republic of Korea and 
Australia. 
   (3) Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) is the AML/CFT standards setter. 
Although Thailand is not a FATF member, it is 
obliged to report the progress of implementation 
in compliance with AML/CFT international 
standards, including removal of AML/CFT 
deficiencies. In the fiscal year 2012, AMLO 
participated in three FATF meetings, two held 
in France and one in Italy.
 Apart from the said meetings, AMLO also 
participated in the meetings at the invitation 
of foreign agencies or other Thai agencies to 
enhance mutual cooperation and increase 
Thailand’s role in international forums.
   
   3.2.3 Trainings/Study Visits
   AMLO supports the increase of 
its officials’ knowledge and ability through training 
programs under foreign technical cooperation 
programs, for instance:
   1) Training course on International 
Compliance Program supported by FINTRAC, 
Canada
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   3.2.4 Computer-based Anti-Money 
Laundering Training Center 
   AMLO established the computer-
based training center with the assistance of the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes 
(UNODC) and the Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM) 
Project on 23 November 2005 located on 12th 
Floor, AMLO building. The Center provides 
training for Thai officials concerned with anti-money 
laundering to enhance their knowledge through 
computer-based training system. This program 
also fosters cooperation among law enforcement, 
supervisory, reporting entities including agencies 
relevant to the implementation of the Anti-Money 
Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 (1999).  In the fiscal 
year 2012, 215 trainees completed the training.
  
 3.3 Public Relations and Knowledge 
Dissemination
 AMLO conducts public relations and 
publicizes the anti-money laundering law to 
disseminate knowledge to the government and 
private agencies including the general public. 
The Office also publicizes its policies, directions 
and achievements to foster a good understanding 
and cooperation in anti-money laundering 
through the following channels: 

 
  3.3.1 Publications
  AMLO has many publications aimed 
at providing knowledge about the anti-money 
laundering law to the public. The Office published 
30,000 copies of peoples’ handbooks (cartoon 
version) and compendium of anti-money laundering 
law and regulations which contain basic knowledge 
of the anti-money laundering law and other 
useful reference. Other publication included 
2,000 copies of public service handbook which 
provides knowledge needed for communicating 
effectively and quickly with AMLO. 
  
  3.3.2 Public Relations through 
Radio, Television and Newspapers 
  AMLO provides knowledge on the 
anti-money laundering law and informs the 
publ ic of i ts  past achievements through 
newspape r s  and  r ad i o  and  t e l e v i s i on 
broadcasting as outlined below. 
   (1) Executives’ interviews with the 
press, i.e. television, radio and newspapers, 
about the prevention and suppression of 
money laundering tasks  
   (2) Television broadcasts to provide 
knowledge on the anti-money laundering law
   (3) Radio broadcasts to alert the 
public about fraudulent schemes
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  3.3.3 Trainers
  Apart from disseminating knowledge 
of the anti-money laundering law through 
publications, radio and television broadcasts 
and newspapers, AMLO off icials gave 52 
lectures to 3,254 attendees to provide them 
with knowledge of the anti-money laundering 
law, 2,901 of whom were from government 
agencies such as the Royal Thai  Pol ice, 
Depa r tmen t  o f  Spec i a l  I n ve s t i g a t i on , 
Department of Provincial Administration, 
Office of the Attorney General, Off ice of 
the National Anti-Corruption Commission and 
agencies under the Ministry of Justice; and the 
rest from financial institutions and businesses 
and professions under Section 16 of the 
anti-money laundering law. The key topics are 
listed as follows.
   (1) Knowledge of the anti-money 
l aunde r ing  l aw and  counte r - te r ro r i sm 
financing law
   (2) Application of the anti-money 
laundering law to narcotic drugs offense
   (3) Enforcement of the anti-money 
laundering law in the case of human trafficking 
offense
   (4) Preparedness for anti-money 
laundering law and relevant laws 

   (5) Key contents and enforcement 
of CDD Ministerial Regulation
   (6) Knowledge of the Anti-Money 
Laundering Act.
 
 3.4 Organizational Development
 AMLO emphasizes the importance of 
human resource development beneficial to 
its officers as well as those related to the 
implementation of the Anti-Money Laundering 
Act, B.E. 2542 (1999). The following programs 
were carried out to enhance the knowledge 
and skills of the manpower as well as to instill 
morality and ethics appropriate to the conduct 
of their duties.
  
  3.4.1 Competency Development 
Program
  Under AMLO’s policy on capability 
building, the Office sent its 75 officials to 
participate in 35 training programs. Among 
these are
   (1) Meditation training course: 18 
officials participated in 6 series of meditation 
training courses which were organized in 
honor of HM the King on his 84th birthday 
anniversary;
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   (2) Office of the Public Sector 
Anti-Corruption Commission arranged a training 
semina r  on  publ i c -p r i va te  network  fo r 
anti-corruption part ic ipated by 10 AMLO 
officials;
   (3) Building Management Skills for 
Executives had the purpose of enhancing the 
capability in relaying high level policies to 
operational level, clearly spelling out work 
p lans  and procedures ,  learn ing  modern 
management methods to keep pace with 
changing situations, and instilling the morals 
and code of conduct in the justice administration. 
AMLO also sent two legal officers to attend 
seminars on legislation, legal advice and 
administrative case proceedings which would 
be applied for improvements of the Office’s 
performance of functions. 
 AMLO also has the policy to increase 
competencies and potentials of its manpower 
to effect work improvement and become an 
organization of excellence. The Office of the 
Civil Service Commission (OCSC) requires all 
government agencies to develop a Competency 
Development P lan and incorporate the 
competency assessment into the annual work 
performance. The results from the competency 
assessment will then be analyzed in order to 
ident i fy gaps and develop an indiv idual 
competency development plan. AMLO organized 
five training courses for this purpose: 
   (1) Basic office management course;
   (2) Leadership skills improvement 
course;
   (3) Course on administrative law 
related to the conduct of AMLO officials’ duties;
   (4) Core competencies development 
course for senior officials;

   (5) Core Competencies Development 
Course for operational officials.
  
  3.4.2 Training/Conference/Seminar 
Programs for AMLO Officials
  AMLO recognizes the importance of 
personnel capacity development. Several training 
programs were oriented towards improvement 
of the staff’s knowledge and expertise in order 
to perform their duties efficiently. Important 
programs are listed below.
   (1) Promoting Ethics and Awareness 
Raising for AMLO Officers Program was aimed 
at enhancing knowledge and understanding of 
moral and ethical principles, raising awareness, 
and applying these principles in the conduct 
of duties. There were 175 officials participated 
in this program which was conducted on 4 
January 2012 at AMLO.
   (2)  Workshop for Competent 
Officers under the Anti-Money Laundering Act, 
B.E. 2542 (1999) with technical assistance from 
the Embassy of the United States of America, 
which was aimed at increasing the participants’ 
knowledge, understanding and skills, particularly 
about the principles and guidelines in implementing 
the Anti-Money Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 (1999) 
and its amendments, other relevant laws, 
ministerial regulations and notifications so as 
to apply the knowledge for performing their 
duties properly and appropriate to their roles, 
duties and responsibilities. The program was 
also arranged in order to build networks, 
exchange knowledge, opinions and experience 
useful for the participants’ work. The Workshop 
at which 104 officials participated was organized 
during 16 - 20 January 2012 at the Twin Tower 
Hotel, Bangkok.
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   Besides, AMLO provided a training 
course on guidance for making submissions to 
the Transaction Committee, meetings, and 
issuance of orders relating to the conduct of duties. 
The course was attended by 122 trainees on 24 
January 2012 at Winsor Suites Hotel, Bangkok.
    (3)  Tra in ing Course on Bas ic 
Office Management was aimed at providing 
AMLO staff with knowledge in document 
management, filing system, E-document system, 
and official letter/report writing.
   (4) Unarmed Self-Defense Practical 
Training had the objective to increase staff’s 
ability in performing duties and to counter an 
immediate threat of violence. The training 
program was organized into three series. The 
first series was conducted on 29 February 2012 
for 28 trainees; the second on 1 March 2012 
for 25 trainees; the third on 2 March 2012 for 
28 trainees at the Twin Tower Hotel. 
   (5) Seminar on Enhancing AMLO’s 
Officials towards Anti-Money Laundering 
Learning Organization for the fiscal year 2012 
had the objective to increase staff’s efficiency, 
fine tune their attitudes and skills necessary 
for working as a team, and fostering coordination 
and efficiency. The trainees also underwent 

practical training in sea search and tower jump; 
review of organizational culture; ways to increase 
work efficiency especially in implementing the 
Official Secrecy Regulation B.E. 2544. The 
Seminar was organized for 148 officials on 14 - 
16 March 2012 at Ambassador Hotel and the 
Navy Base in Sattahip District, Chonburi.  
   (6) Train–the–Trainers course had 
the objective to equip the trainers with the 
knowledge to provide training with confidence 
and professionalism. The training program was 
organized into two series. The first series was 
conducted on 25 - 30 March 2012 for 16 trainees; 
the second on 27 May – 1 June 2012 for 14 
trainees. 
   (7) Workshop for Competent 
Officials under the Anti-Money Laundering Act,
B.E. 2542 (1999) was aimed to provide AMLO 
officials with the knowledge in the newly-issued 
anti-money laundering law. The Workshop was 
organized on 3 May 2012 at Tawanna Hotel, 
Bangkok with the participation of 135 officials.
   ( 8 )  I n t e r m e d i a t e  F i n a n c i a l 
Investigative Techniques Training was aimed to 
provide AMLO officials with the knowledge, 
understanding, techniques and skills necessary 
for analyzing financial transactions and conducting 
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financial investigation, thus enabling them to 
achieve targets set for the prevention and 
suppression of money laundering in an efficient 
manner. The course was arranged at the ILEA 
Bangkok from 14 – 17 August 2012. There were 
35 trainees participating in this course. 
   (9) Search and Arrest Techniques 
Training for Competent Officers under the 
Anti-Money Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 (1999) 
was aimed to provide the trainees with the 
knowledge and understanding in search and arrest 
techniques and tactics in accordance with the 
laws. The trainees will increase their skills, 
foster good attitudes, morals and ethics applicable 
to their conduct of duties. The course was 
organized for 26 trainees at the Police Academy, 
Nakhon Pathom from 19 – 28 August 2012.
   (10) Training on Basic Firearms for 
AMLO Officials had the objective to educate 
the staff on systematic and orderly use of the 
arms, and maintenance of the official assets 
to ensure efficiency and maximum benefits. 
The course was organized for 24 trainees at 
the Police Academy, Nakhon Pathom on 25 
August 2012.
   (11) Practical English Training 
Course was conducted for AMLO officials to 
enable them to apply the knowledge with their 
work and to be prepared for the upcoming 
ASEAN Community. The course was from 
July – September 2012; there were 84 officials 
participating in this course. 
   (12) Workshop on the Off icial 
Information Act, B.E. 2540 (1997). The workshop 
was intended to enhance staff’s knowledge 

and understanding of the pr inc iples and 
requirements under the Official Information 
Act, B.E. 2540 (1997). The participants learned 
how to exercise the rights provided under this 
law. The Workshop was  organized on 18 July 
2012 at AMLO.
  
  3.4.3 Training/Conference/Seminar 
Projects for Other Agencies
   1 )  S e m i n a r / W o r k s h o p  o n 
Collaborative Implementation under the 
Anti-Money Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 (1999) 
and amendments aimed to increase knowledge 
and understanding of relevant agencies in 
collaborative implementation of the anti-money 
laundering law; to exchange information, views, 
problems and obstacles and suggestions to 
strengthen cooperation in the conduct of duties 
under this law; and to provide the relevant 
agencies with an opportunity to comment and 
make suggestions about the draft legislation 
being proposed by AMLO. 
    (1) On 17 October 2012 at 
Miracle Grand Convention Hotel, Bangkok at 
which 389 participants joining the program.
    (2) On 9 - 11 May 2012 at Grand 
Pacific Soferine Resort and Spa, Petchaburi at 
which 228 participants joining the program.
   2 )  S e m i n a r / W o r k s h o p  o n 
Collaborative Implementation under the 
Anti-Money Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 (1999) with 
the Royal Thai Police (Provincial Police Region 
2, 3, 5, 6) and the Office of the Attorney General 
(Region 5) was aimed to increase knowledge, 
understanding, and ability to conduct the 
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participants’ duties in accordance with the 

the narcotic drug eradication strategy; to foster 
mutual cooperation among relevant agencies; to 
exchange information, views, problems and 
obstacles and suggestions relating to the
implementation of the anti-money laundering 
law. Four workshops were organized as follows,
    (1) On 20 – 22 May 2012 at 
Ambassador City Hotel, Chonburi, at which 55 
participants joining the program. 

    (2) On 6 – 8 June 2012 at Sup 
Praiwan Grand Hotel, Pitsanulok, at which 61 
participants joining the program. 
    (3) On 13 – 15 June 2012  at 
Horizon Village and Resort, Chiang Mai, at 
which 55 participants joining the program. 
    (4) On 7 – 10 August 2012 at 
Sabai Hotel, Nakhon Ratchasima, at which 75 
participants joining the program.  
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 4.1 The Anti-Money Laundering Board

 By virtue of the Anti-Money Laundering Act, 

B.E. 2542 (1999), the Anti-Money Laundering 

Board (AML Board) shall be established as a 

mechanism to set forth policies, control and 

perform power balance in enforcing the anti-money 

laundering law due to the fact that the law 

contains certain provisions which restrict rights 

and liberty of people. In the fiscal year 2012, the 

AML Board met five times at the Government 

House.

  The first meeting: the Board had a 

meeting on 5 October 2011 to consider draft 

regulations, measures or guidelines for anti-money 

laundering proposed by AMLO. The outcomes of 

the meeting are outlined as follows:

  1) Approved an appointment of the

Transaction Committee;

  2) Approved in principle the draft 

Anti-Money Laundering Act, B.E. ....;

  3) Decided that the draft Counter-

Terrorism Financing Act, B.E. .... had to be reviewed.

  The second meeting: the Board had 

a meeting on 26 December 2011 to consider an 

appointment of sub-committees under the AML 

Board; and the measures for anti-money laundering 

and countering the financing of terrorism. The 

outcomes of the meeting are outlined as follows: 

 1) Endorsed the appointment of two 

sub-committees, namely Sub-Committee to 

Steer the Ant i -Money Launder ing and 

Countering the Financing of Terrorism National 

Strategy 2010 - 2015 the and the Coordinating 

4. Work of the Anti-Money Laundering Board and the 

Sub-Committees

Sub-Committee in Implementing the Anti-Money 

Laundering Act, B.E. 2542 (1999).

  2) Endorsed the anti-money laundering 

and countering the financing of terrorism measures 

for the supervision of financial institutions and 

reporting entities.

  3) Approved the scope and guidelines 

for making submission to the Transaction Committee; 

and the procedures for issuing orders relating to 

the performing of the Transaction Committee’s 

duties. 

  The third meeting: the Board had a 

meeting on 25 January 2012 to consider draft 

AMLO regulations and approve in principle the 

draft Counter-Terrorism Financing Act, B.E. …. .

  The fourth meeting: the Board had 

a meeting on 23 April 2012 to consider action 

plans aimed at removing Thailand from the 

Public Statement. The meeting also reviewed 

the AMLO draft regulations. The outcomes of 

the meeting are outlined as follows:

  1) Endorsed action plans so that 

Thailand can be removed from the Public Statement, 

particularly by enacting three laws, namely 

amendments to the anti-money laundering law, 

drafting the counter-terrorism financing bill, and 

the Ministerial Regulation Prescribing Rules and 

Procedures for Customer Due Diligence. 

  2) Approved the draft Counter-

Terrorism Financing Act, B.E. .... . 

  The fifth meeting: the Board had a 

meeting on 3 September 2012 to consider the 

National Strategy for Prevention and Suppression 
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of Narcotic Drugs 2013. The meeting approved 

the said strategy.   

 4.2 Legal Advisory Sub-Committee

 Legal Advisory Sub-Committee is a sub-

committee under the AML Board. In the fiscal 

year 2012, the Sub-Committee convened three 

meetings on 9 March 2012, 5 April 2012, and 10 

April 2012 at AMLO. The meeting considered the 

draft Counter-Terrorism Financing Act, B.E. …. and 

assigned the secretary of the sub-committee to 

revise the draft law in accordance with its 

observations and comments and to resubmit 

the draft for the Sub-Committee’s consideration 

before submission to the AML Board for approval.

 

 4.3 Asset Management Sub-Committee

 Asset Management Sub-Committee is a 

sub-committee under the AML Board. In the 

fiscal year 2012 (1 October 2011 - 30 September 

2012), the Sub-Committee met on 7 September 

2012 at AMLO. The meeting considered the 

following matters.

  1) Upon Court ruling that assets be 

confiscated and put to auction, AMLO arranged 

to turn over the proceeds from two auctions to 

the Ministry of Finance; 

  2) Return of guarantee under the 

asset maintenance and utilization contract: the 

Sub-Committee resolved to instruct AMLO to 

notify the person who agreed to maintain and 

make use of the assets to submit report and/or 

account for the grantor’s verification on a 

monthly basis. The report must contain details 

about accrued interests, benefits, incomes 

generated, depreciated assets, damages, costs 

incurred from asset maintenance and other 

necessary items occurred to the assets.    

 4.4 Sub-Committee on the Supervision 

and Examination of Financial Institutions 

and Professions under the Anti-Money 

Laundering Law

 Sub-Committee on the Supervision and 

Examination of Financial Institutions and 

Professions under the Anti-Money Laundering 

Law is a sub-committee under the AML Board. 

In the fiscal year 2012, the Sub-Committee 

convened two meetings on 1 March 2012, and 

26 July 2012 at AMLO. The meeting considered 

the following matters.

  1) Set forth practical guidance for 

cooperatives to act in compliance with the 

anti-money laundering law.  

  2) Formulated the Strategy for 

Supervis ion of F inancial Inst i tut ions and 

Reporting Entities for the Fiscal Year 2011 – 2015 

which provides a framework for AMLO in the 

supervision of financial transactions in compliance 

with international standards.

  3) Set forth guidance for land offices 

in their reporting of transactions under the 

anti-money laundering law.  
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 4 .5  Sub-Commit tee  to  S teer  the 

Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the 

Financing of Terrorism National Strategy 

2010 - 2015

 Sub-Committee to Steer the Anti-Money 

Laundering and Countering the Financing of 

Terrorism National Strategy 2010 - 2015 is a sub-

committee under the AML Board. In the fiscal 

year 2012, the Sub-Committee convened two 

meetings.  The meeting considered the following 

matters.

  First meeting: the Sub-Committee 

had a meeting on 5 April 2012 at AMLO to consider 

and recommend necessary actions in order for 

Thailand to comply with the AML/CFT standards. 

The meeting resolutions are as follows:

  1) Expedite issuance of legislation as 

stated in the AML/CFT National Strategy. The 

process and timeframe should be clearly 

featured by a flowchart; 

  2) Implement 6 Core and 10 Key 

Recommendations under action plan in order 

to expedite the National Strategy. 

  Second meeting: the Sub-Committee 

had a meeting on 22 August 2012 at AMLO to 

further consider the matters pending from its 

first meeting. The meeting assigned AMLO, in 

the capacity of the secretariat, to clearly 

formulate the Action Plan under the AML/CFT 

National Strategy (2010 - 2015), which comprises 

of 8 strategies and 55 activities, and propose to 

the Sub-Committee for further consideration.
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Unspent 

Budget

1. Personnel          

2. Operating Expense      

3. Capital Budget          

4. Fees       

5. Other expenditures          

         Total          

Item
Allocated 

Budget

Quarterly 
Amount after 

Transfer/
Change

Disbursed 

Budget
Budget Set Aside 

for Next Year 
Disbursement

 AMLO appointed a committee for budget planning, expensing, monitoring and reporting for 

the fiscal year 2012 which was tasked to be responsible for budget management and expediting 

disbursement to meet the targets. The committee met monthly and submitted performance 

reports and its budget expenditure to the Minister of Justice and relevant agencies, i.e. the Budget 

Bureau, and the Comptrollers Department and the Office of the Narcotic Control Board, on a 

monthly and quarterly basis.

69,700,400.00

89,028,900.00

10,167,400.00

1,141,000.00

11,966,000.00

182,003,700.00

69,700,400.00

84,862,570.62

12,018,440.00

1,141,000.00

14,281,289.38

182,003,700.00

67,389,996.26

73,371,790.60

3,447,239.50

1,027,727.57

7,727,904.25

152,964,658.18

-

10,066,146.02

8,496,007.52

-

5,974,000.00

24,536,153.54

2,310,403.74

1,424,634.00

75,192.98

113,272.43

579,385.13

4,502,888.28

Unit: Baht

5. Budget and Planning
 5.1 Budget Management

 In the fiscal year 2012, budget allocated to AMLO totaled 182,003,700 baht, of which 

152,964,658.18 baht was disbursed by the end of the fiscal year, representing 84.04% of the total 

budget. A budget amount of 24,536,153.54 baht was set aside for next year disbursement. The 

combined amount of disbursed and reserved budgets for the next year disbursement was 

177,500,811.72 baht, representing 97.53 % of the total budget. The unspent budget amounted to 

4,502,888.28 baht or 2.47% of the total budget. Details are shown in the table:                                                                                                  



74 Anti-Money Laundering Office

Annual Report 2012

74 Anti-Money Laundering Office

 5.2 Planning

       5.2.1 The AMLO Action Plan for the 

Prevention and Suppression of Narcotics under 

the Concerted Effort of the Nation to Overcome 

Drugs Strategy 2012 

  The government has determined 

narcotic drug problem as the ‘national agenda’ 

taking into consideration the rule of law in the 

suppression of narcotic drug producers, dealers, 

influential figures and culprits and in stringent law 

enforcement. AMLO as a government agency 

having duties under the anti-money laundering law 

has continued to pursue the government policies. 

Under the Concerted Effort of the Nation to 

Overcome Drugs Strategy 2012, AMLO took a 

key role in implementing the Narcotic Drug 

Suppression and Law Enforcement Plan in 

coordination with the Royal Thai Police and 

other concerned agencies under the Ministry of 

Justice. The main task was to pursue civil 

forfeiture measure in freezing and seizing assets 

o f  pe r sons  commi t t i ng  d rug  o f fense  in 

accordance with the Anti-Money Laundering 

Act, B.E. 2542 (1999) which would support the 

government policy on the prevention and

suppression of narcotic drugs. The AMLO had 

taken the following action:

  1) Set up the AMLO Command Center 

for Combating Drugs pursuant to the Concerted 

Effort of the Nation to Overcome Drugs Strategy 

2012. This Center would act as the mechanism 

for administer ing and implement ing the 

eradication of narcotic drugs.

  2) Develop the AMLO Prevention and 

Suppression of Narcotic Drugs Action Plan 

pursuant to the Concerted Effort of the Nation to 

Overcome Drugs Strategy 2012 for the purpose 

of  coordinating work plans, projects, and budgets 

for operations in an integrated approach. In the 

fiscal year 2012, AMLO recorded the following 

outcomes:

  (1) Seizures of assets connected with 

the commission of drug offense. The Transaction 

Committee issued 78 provisional orders to seize 

or freeze assets connected with the commission 

of drug offense worth 60,291,689 baht; and 135 

orders assigning competent officials to investigate 

into transactions or assets connected with the 

commission of drug offense.

  (2) Joint search operations: AMLO and 

relevant agencies searched 69 targets.

  (3) Information analysis from financial 

intelligence database involving 190 drug related 

cases.

  (4) Analysis and investigation of cases 

related to drug offense. AMLO disseminated 78 

cases to other agencies for further actions.

  (5) 30 public participation campaigns 

launched.

  (6) Open a hot line which people can 

give information to the Office. In the fiscal year 

2012, AMLO received 80 intelligent information 

from the AMLO Informants and general public 

through letters, telephone, post, call center 

(IVR system) and AMLO website. 
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  5.2.2 AMLO Preparation Plan for 

the ASEAN Community in 2015 

  The Cabinet at its meeting on 20 June 

2011 considered a proposal made by the 

National ASEAN Committee and called for all 

Thai government agencies to formulate operational 

plan in response to the establishment of the 

ASEAN Community in 2015. Consequently, the 

Office of Public Sector Development Commission 

set a key performance indicator “Level of success 

in the preparation of AMLO for the ASEAN 

Community in 2015” which was contained in 

AMLO Performance Plan for the fiscal year 2012. 

This indicator carried 6% weight with the 

following scoring criteria.

  Level 1 Compiling and analyzing 

information on Thailand’s participating in the 

ASEAN Community in 2015 to suggest issues for 

AMLO’s preparation and handling of negative 

impacts that may occur and clearly identify 

concerned agencies, both AMLO and other 

agencies, which would be responsible for each 

issue and would integrate their work so as to 

accomplish the tasks.  

  Level 2 Based on the information 

from stage 1 above, formulating a draft AMLO 

Preparation Plan for the ASEAN Community in 

2015. The Plan will clearly set targets for AMLO 

and those for integrating with other authorities.

  Level 3 Seeking opinions regarding 

the draft plan from all agencies concerned both 

within and outside of AMLO.

  Level 4  Revising the draft preparation 

plan upon receiving opinions from all parties.

  Level 5 Approving the Preparation 

Plan by the authority.

  In order to move towards the 

ASEAN Community by 2015, AMLO has a 

Preparation Plan for the ASEAN Community in 

2015 in place in accordance with the procedures 

set out by the Office of Public Sector Development 

Commission.

  Under the AMLO Preparation Plan for 

the ASEAN Community in 2015, four strategies are 

set forth as follows:

  Strategy 1: Making improvements to 

legislation related to anti-money laundering and 

countering the financing of terrorism. 

  Strategy 2: Integrating efforts and 

building networks among ASEAN countries to 

enhance cooperation in anti-money laundering 

and countering the financing of terrorism. 

  Strategy 3:  Developing government 

officials with language skills as well as laws, social 

and cultural settings of the ASEAN countries. 

  Strategy 4: Developing state of the 

art information system. In order to efficiently 

implement the AMLO Preparation Plan for the 

ASEAN Community in 2015, responsible divisions 

will strive to implement the Plan with the

International Cooperation Bureau acting as the 

ASEAN Unit of the Office. 
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  5.2.3 Change Proposal for Transparency 

in the Procedures for Examination, Investigation, 

Compilation of Evidence, and Seizure or Freezing 

of Assets under the Anti-Money Laundering Law

  The Government on 18 May 2012 

announced its proactive anti-corruption strategies, 

among which is organizational development to 

enhance transparency in government service. It 

called for all government agencies to undertake 

change proposal for transparency in performing 

duties. AMLO selected one of the core functions 

related to the examination, investigation,

compilation of evidence, and seizure or freezing 

of assets under the anti-money laundering law to 

develop a proposal for change as each procedure 

poses high-risk corruption and tremendous impact 

on citizen’s rights. This proposal was approved 

by the Committee to Screen Change Proposal for 

Transparency chaired by the Minister attached to 

the Office of the Prime Minister.

  Proposals  fo r  e l iminat ion and 

mitigation of risks under the Change Proposal for 

Transparency in the Procedures for Examination, 

Investigation, Compilation of Evidence, and  

Seizure or Freezing of Assets under the Anti-Money 

Laundering Law are as follows:

  1. Revising operational handbook to 

set out guidelines and procedures for examination, 

investigation, compilation of evidence, and seizure 

or freezing of assets under the anti-money 

laundering law which is aimed at reducing 

subjectivity of officials in conducting duties. The 

expected results are as follows:

  1) Guidelines and procedures for 

examination, investigation, compilation of 

evidence, and seizure or freezing of assets under 

the anti-money laundering law are in compliance 

with standards, laws, regulations and practices;

  2) Subjectivity of competent officers 

in their conduct of work, which may pose corruption 

risks, is kept to a minimum. The procedures are 

useful for balancing powers of officials with 

decision making authority who may be corrupt.

  2. Making improvements to the control, 

surveillance, monitoring and evaluation system 

to ensure greater transparency and efficiency by 

the following measures.

  1) Disclosing information of persons 

whose assets were seized or frozen by virtue of 

the anti-money laundering law on AMLO homepage 

(http://www.amlo.go.th). The expected outcomes 

are as follows:

   (1) Owners of assets seized or frozen 

under the law or other interest parties are able 

to have easy and quick access to information on 

the case and assets subjected to civil forfeiture 

measure; providing channel through which a grievant 

may lodge complaint against competent officer’s 

behavior; 

   (2) Public relations and dissemination 

of work performance in accordance with the 

mission and authority are made available to the 

public, providing a channel for the public to have 

easy and quick access to information on the 

civil forfeiture cases conducted by the provisions 

of the law.

  2) Establishing a coordinating center 

for case proceedings under the anti-money 

laundering law. The expected outcomes are as 

follows:
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   (1) AMLO executives have tools for 

control, surveillance and monitoring of each 

process in the asset forfeiture proceedings under 

the anti-money laundering law, making it possible 

to pursue cases in time as set forth in the standard 

operat ional procedures contained in the 

handbook;

   (2) Database and the center for 

keeping case information are secure and safe. 

The system is able to protect important evidence 

that would be used to pursue cases under the 

anti-money laundering law;

   (3) Search, control and surveillance 

of case information can be conducted easily and 

efficiently. This is enabled by the information 

system for filing case information and data including 

record keeping system;

   (4) Other competent authorities 

who disseminate cases to AMLO or the general 

public have easy and quick channel to monitor 

AMLO’s performance which will demonstrate 

i ts  transparency in the conduct of duties.    

   3. Instilling ethics and morality of 

AMLO officials in expectation that AMLO officials’ 

ethical and moral behaviors are enhanced 

and the conduct of work is efficient. 
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	 Thailand	was	 first	 identified	 on	 Financial	

Action	Task	Force	 (FATF)	public	document	as	a	

country	with	strategic	AML/CFT	deficiencies,	

particularly	inadequate	legal	framework	for	AML/

CFT.	The	FATF	listing	has	tremendous	impacts	on	

financial	institutions,	private	sector	and	civil	society 

in	making	international	financial	transactions	and	

overall	 economy	of	 the	 country.	 Thailand	was	

thus	compelled	to	propose	legislation	in	line	with	

international	standards	taking	into	consideration	

observations	made	by	the	assessor	team	in	2007.	

The	following	legislation	had	been	proposed.		

 6.1 The Anti-Money Laundering Bill 

(No ..) B.E. ….

	 Because	current	Anti-Money	Laundering	Act, 

B.E.	2542	(1999)	has	not	designated	certain	serious	

criminal	offenses	as	predicate	offenses,	offenders	

are	able	 to	use	 the	 funds	and	assets	obtained	

from	the	commission	of	those	offenses	to	further	

committing	crimes.	Measures	set	out	in	the	

Anti-Money	Laundering	Bill	(No	..)	B.E.	….	provide	

a	clear	legal	mechanism	to	prevent	criminals	from	

using	 their	 ill-gotten	 gains	 from	 commission	 of	

offense	and	thus	reducing	or	eliminating	cycle	of	

criminal	acts	as	intended	by	laws.	In	addition,	the	

bill	set	forth	powers	and	responsibilities	of	the	

Anti-Money	Laundering	Board	and	the	Anti-Money 

Laundering	Office	in	establishing	risk	assessment 

policies	 relating	 to	 money	 laundering	 and	

recommending	guidelines	to	prevent	such	risks;	

witness	 protection	measures;	 positions	 with	

special	reasons	to	obtain	the	additional	stipends 

under	the	law	on	civil	servants;	Department	

of	Special	Investigation	to	act	within	its	authority	

in	 support	of	 the	Office	 for	 the	prosecution	of	

offenders	or	to	take	legal	proceedings	on	

assets	 connected	 with	 the	 commission	 of	

offenses;	and	setting	up	a	settling	committee.	

All	of	these	measures	have	the	purposes	to	

increase	efficiency	in	compliance	with	the

AML/CFT	international	standards	recognized 

at	global	level.  

 6.2 Draft Counter-Terrorism Financing 

Act, B.E. ….

	 Measures	set	out	in	the	Counter-Terrorism	

Financing	Act,	B.E.	….	provide	a	clear	legal	

mechanism	to	prevent	the	use	of	money	or	assets	

for	terrorist	acts.	The	law	contains	the	provisions	

for	designating	domestic	and	international	terrorists 

or	 terrorist	 entities;	measures	 for	 the	 reporting	

entities	under	the	anti-money	laundering	law	to	

freeze,	without	delay,	assets	of	terrorists	or	terrorist	

entities,	or	those	intended	for	use	in	the	financing	

of	terrorism.	These	provisions	are	important	

measures	for	the	prevention	and	suppression	of	

terrorist	acts	and	terrorist	financing.	These	measures 

are	responsive	to	international	standards	for	which	

Thailand	 has	 to	 undergo	 AML/CFT	 assessment	

program.

6. Legal Amendments and Issuance of Related Rules and 

Regulations
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 The Official Information Act, B.E. 2540 

requires all state agencies to provide information 

to the public in an expeditious manner. The law 

provides for the citizen rights to know government 

information and designates duties of state 

agencies and officials in support and protection 

of citizen rights. 

 AMLO took the following actions in 

accordance with the Official Information Act, B.E. 

2540.

 

 1. Established an information center to 

provide the public with easy access to official 

information in accordance with Section 9. The 

center is located at ground floor of the AMLO 

building with signboard clearly indicating the 

direction;

 

 2. Compiled and made available the 

information in accordance with Section 7 and 9 

of the law as follows:

  2.1 Information in accordance with 

Section 9 are made available completely and 

updated;

  2.2   Providing index of information 

for quick and easy finding;

  2.3  Filing the searches of information 

and copies of documents to record the Information 

Center’s service provision;

  2.4  Internal memo sent to all directors 

in order to seek their cooperation in providing 

information held by each division as stipulated 

in Section 7 and 9. The information together 

7. Information Disclosure under the Official Information 

Act, B.E. 2540

with relevant documents must be compiled, 

complete and updated. Each division is required 

to report to the Information Center on any 

new or updated information by the tenth day 

of each month;  

 

 3. Managed systematic dissemination of 

information as follows:

  v Set up the AMLO Official Information 

Committee;

  v Appointed responsible official for 

the implementation of the Official Information 

Act, B.E. 2540;

  v The executives gave importance 

to this matter and assured stringent compliance 

with the official information law, e.g. conducting 

meetings to reiterate all parties’ understanding 

of observance of the law;

 

 4. Collected statistics and submitted 

summary report on services to the executive on 

a regular basis (monthly or quarterly);

 

 5. Disseminated knowledge and enhanced 

understanding of the citizen rights to access 

information as follows:

  5.1 Organize training course to provide 

knowledge and understanding of the official 

information law; proceeded activities, measures 

and procedures for raising awareness and positive 

attitudes among the officials on a regular basis 

as summarized below;
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  v Training course for AMLO officials 

on 18 July 2012 at AMLO;

  v Regularly communicating within 

the Office to ensure that officials are aware of 

and adhere to the Official Information Act, B.E. 

2540;

  5.2 Published the official information 

law to inform the public of their right to inspect 

state agencies’ performing of duties through the 

following channels:

  v Website www.amlo.go.th;

  v Brochure distributed to introduce 

the AMLO Information Center;

  v Exhibition boards; 

 6. Arranged public hearings concerning 

dissemination of information through various 

channels. These public opinions were then 

adopted for better information dissemination 

management;

  

 7. Published announcements on auction 

or bidding which had been signed by the head 

of agency on the Office’s website;

 

 8. Published a summary of procurement 

activities on the Office’s website every month.
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8. Results of Work under Budget Allocation Strategies 

Results of Work under Budget Allocation Strategies for the Fiscal Year 2012

Total
Unit

Plan      Result

  200         314

   40         93

   60         32

   50         80

    2          3

150,000    2,725,850

    80        100

  80       94.94

cases

cases

cases

cases

cases

persons

percent

percent

Strategy: National Security

Plan: Internal Order

Strategic Goal: Thailand has in place intelligence system and network, to combat threats 

especially terrorism and transnational crime

Goals for Providing Services at Ministerial Level:  To break the cycle of crime 

Goals for Providing Services at Departmental Level: to take action against asset or 

offender under AML law

Outputs: Prevention and suppression of money Laundering

Action Plan 

Indicators

   1. Quantitative 
 - Number of cases investigated for the forfeiture of assets associated with the   
   commission of an offense

            - Number of cases examined and analyzed for the forfeiture of assets associated  
   with the commission of an offense under anti-money laundering law and other laws

 - Number of cases forwarded to public prosecutor for action against assets

 - Number of cases where the asset associated with the commission of an offense  
   was seized or frozen 

 
- Number of policies or guidelines for anti-money laundering proposed                 

 - Number of persons received knowledge relating to money laundering through   
   various channels
                   

2. Quality
 - Percentage of cases where the concerned agencies received and take further   
   action compared with cases AMLO forwarded to such agencies
            - Percentage of group of targets received training and seminars who had better   
   understanding about the anti-money laundering law
 

Strategy, Plan, Strategic Goals, Goals for Providing Services at Ministerial 
Level, Goals for Providing Services at Departmental Level, 

Outputs/ Projects, Activities
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On 17 – 21 September 2012, Pol. Col. Seehanat Prayoonrat, Secretary-

 General of AMLO, Pol. Capt. Suwanee Sawangpol, Deputy Secretary-General  

 (Operation) and delegation made a study visit to the US with the purpose to 

learn about criminal justice process and asset forfeiture system. During this visit, 

the Minister of Justice (Pol. Gen. Pracha Promnog) together with senior 

executives and representatives from Thai financial institutions discussed  

with the IMF senior officials about amendments to the anti-money 

laundering law to ensure compliance with the FATF standards.
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Pol. Col. Seehanat Prayoonrat, Secretary-General of AMLO chaired 

the meeting and gave presentation on the implementation 

of the Ministerial Regulation Prescribing Rules

and Procedures for Customer Due Diligence B.E. 2555

 On 5 - 6 September 2012, at meeting conference room 101, AMLO. 
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Pol. Capt. Chalerm Ubumrung 

chaired the Anti-Money Laundering Board meeting 

On 3 September 2012, at the Government House.

On 4 September 2012, at AMLO, Pol. Col. Seehanat Prayoonrat, 

Secretary-General of AMLO and Pol. Capt. Suwanee Sawangpol, 

Deputy Secretary-General, conducteda press conference on the seizure 

of assets connected with the cases in three Southern border provinces.
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Mr. Preecha Thananan, Vice Minister for Justice and  

Pol. Col. Seehanat Prayoonrat, Secretary-General of AMLO 

presided over the ceremony on the 13th Anniversary 

of the Anti-Money Laundering Office 

On 17 August 2012, at AMLO.
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Pol. Lt. Col. Aimorn Chaibuadang, 

Senior Specialist in Law Enforcement Policy,

represented AMLO to receive an award for the 2012 

Departmental Accounting Performance Assessment Project  

On 8 August 2012 At Miracle Grand Convention Hotel, Bangkok. 
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