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Abstract 

This research aims to study the sDucture, S13tus and impact of 4 main illegal activities 

involving organized crime in Thailand, including illegal drugs trade, JaboUJ smuggling as well as 

human trafficking, casinos, and illegal foreign exchange trade. 

The study fOW1d Amphetamines or "Yaa Baa" are nowadays the biggest problem in Thailand. 

The survey in 2001 showed that one miUion people used amphetamine occasionally and half a million 

were addicted. B es ides, it Call ld be seen that there has been a rapid spread of "Yaa Baa" among teenagers 

even in school. Ampbetamine dealers have organized the complicated network comprising more than tcn 

thousand traders with the trade value of more than len thousands million baht. The trading network is 

apparently connected to crime organizations of neighboring countries. 

For labour smuggling, recently 30,000 Thai unskilled labour illegally go to Taiwan every year; 

while there are approximately 2 million illegal labour from Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, China and 

Vietnam in Thailand. As for sex business, on the one hand, Japan is the biggest roarkel for Thai girls in 

this decade. About 10,000- 15,000 Thai girls illegally enter Japan eve!)' year- On the otber haud, 

Myanmar and YunaD are the main exporters of girls to Thailand. Most girls from both places are sold as 

prostitutes over the country; whereas, girls from Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam are available in brothels 

near the border. 

megal casinos in Thailand consist permanent casinos, flying casinos and funeral gambling dens. 

Pemianent casinos with big, medium and small sizes provide baccarat and slots. Flying casinos, whicb 

shift from place to place, are set in houses and markets playing card games and hi-Io. Lastly, nmeral 

gambling dens take place in the funeral where an casino orgainjzer pays a funeral cost for permission to 

open the den. The value of illegal casinos in Thailand is estimated to hundreds of thousand mi Ilion baht. 

Furthermore, legal border casinos in neigbboring countries, especially Myanmar and Cambodia 

including a casino on Stars Cruise ship comprise 10 big and 23 medium and small casinos. It is estimated 

that Thai gamblers spend several thousands million baht a year io these border casinos. These casinos are 

legal and permitted for operation by the government of those neighboring countries. Therefore, they are 

allegedly a place that crime organizations, politicians, drug traffickers use it to launder the illegal money. 

Illegal foreign exchange trade has developed to 3 forms. First, illegal foreign exchange sbops 

provide exchange service without permission.. Second, "Poi Kwauu" u-ansaction provides an international 

money transfer service. Currently a crime organization increasingly tends to use tbis service to transfer 

illegal money to somewhere else to be laundered later. Lastly, widely known as "FOREX" during the last 



4-5 years, it persuades people to invest In foreign exchange speculation. With 00 foreign exchange 

liceose, it just deceives people '5 money. 

On the one hand, these illegal activitjes have positive impact on the economy in the forms of 

employment and income. On the otber band those activities create enormous negative impacts, including 

resource misallocation, unequal income distributioD, economic instability and unfairness business 

competition. Besides, those illegal activities affect a wide range of people including teenagers. Therefore, 

it has negatively affected the country's human resource development, leading to many social problems. 

As for an impact on politics, huge amount of illegal money has been used to bribe politicians in order to 

protect those activities. 


