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Abstract

Criminalization of Obstruction of Justice

Criminalization of obstruction of justice is a crucial measure in preventing and
controlling transnational organized crime with aim to protect the criminal justice process and
relevant enforcement authorities in tackling against illegal activities of the crime organizations. The
obstruction of justice concerns with any conduct which interferes the performance of public
officers. It also includes other conducts which obstruct the testimony or the production of evidence
in proceéding cases involved the crimes under the scope of the United Nations against

Transnational Organized Crime.

By comparing the legal measures dealing with the crime conceming obstruction of
justice of Thailand and other countries with those of Acticle 23 of the Convention, we have found
that in general the legal measures appeared in several provisions of the Thai Penal Code and other
relevant statutes can be adjusted to fulfill our obligations under the Convention. However, Thai
law is still unorganized and lacks the provisions covered some issues under Article 23(a) such as
the crime on promise, offering or giving of an undue advantage to induce false testimony or the
preduction of evidence. Such disadvantage may cause problems in the law enforcement. Thus, it
is also necessary to categorize this specific crime in the law so that the purpose in protecting the
criminal justice process and the justice officers in accordance with the principles under Article 23

and the obligations to the Convention can be fulfilied.

Therefore, Thailand needs to amend its existing laws to be consistent with Article

23 of the Convention to prevent the abuse by the crime organizations.




