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Abstract

Witness Protection and Victim Assistance and Protection

Witness Protection and victim assistance and protection according (o the purpose of
Articles 24 and 25 of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime are
significant measures to prevent and control (ransnational organized crime. Since (ransnational
organized cnime has strength on manpower and financial support, threats on witnesses and victims
often occur. With assurance for safety when victims and wimesses cooperate with enforcement

authorities in proving the crime, the control against transnational organized crime will become more

effective.

At present, Thailand does not have legislation concerning the application of
measures 1o protect witnesses from retaliation or threat which may arise during the proceeding.
Thailand also does not have regulations to permit a witness o testify in ways and means that can
assure his/her safety. The measure on payment of compensation to victim available under the
existing law is still not effective enough to cover all types of crimes under the Convention. Also, it
does not have appropriate process to assist a victim to be compensated by the defender. By
comparing the legal measutres and other measures of Thailand and various nations with the
measures under Articles 24 and 25 of the Convention, it was found that our existing measures are

not effective enough to protect and assist witnesses and victims along the line with the aim of the

Convention.

Accordingly, Thailand needs to amend the existing law and to drafi new laws
together with other appropriate measures (0 give protection to witness. [n addition, Thailand must

provide assistance and protection to victims and enforcement authorities in the relevant justice

process of all stages directly and indirectly.

e
=
=t



