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The Problems of the Limitations in Predicate Offences Under
the Anti-Money Laundering Act of B.E. 2542
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Abstract

The Research reports on “The Probilems of the limitations in Predicate Offences under the
Anti-Money Laundering Act of 1999”, a qualitative research, has following main objectives:
(1) studying the issues of limitation of predicate offences under the Anti-Money Laundering
Act of 1999 (2) analyzing probiems and constraints encountered m the course of
implementing the Anti-Money Laundering Act of 19997, and (3) rccommending guidetines
for further study on appropriate limutation of predicatc offences under the Anti-Money
Laundering Act of 1999.

The researchers employed a qualitative rescarch method in the gathering of in-depth
information. This included in-depth interviews, arranging discussions of focus groups
comprising govemment officials and those related with law enforcement under the Anu-
Money Laundering Act of 1999, compiling relevant documents, and analyzing the

information using content analysis method.

The study found that determining the limitation in criminal predicate offences should
corespond to that contained in the Criminal Code subject to particular offence. An
amendment to limitation in criminal case should call for an amendment to the Criminal Code.
The study further found that in amending the limitation of the eight predicate offences, each
of the offence would carry different term of limitation. Thus, the stipulation of limitation
should focus on special case without having to amend the Criminal Code, in which it comtains
limitation related to criminal offences. The study thercfore suggested that a specific law be
cnacted in accordance with each existing law, for example, the narcotic drug suppression law.
Lastly, this study sugpgested that a further study be conducted conceming the current civil
forfeiture system under the Anti-Money Laundering Act of 1999 of which a limitation has not
yet been termed. This aims to find out either a ten-year limitation should be enforced or an
enforcement can be applied retrospectively without having to set a limitation tesm. In
addition, this study suggested a further study regarding the extent to which the civil forfeiture
system under the Anti-Money Laundering Act of 1999 coutd be enforced if a predicate
criminal offence occurred prior to the promulgation of the Anti-Money Laundering Act of

1999, or if the crimipal case was closed.
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